






























































studied Lord Prudhoe in Egypt. The brief
resume of his and Major Felix's sojourn that
got them both 'hooked', leading to Prudhoe's
collecting, not least the Prudhoe lions from
Gebel Barkal (now in the British Museum)
and finacnial support of Edward Lane's
magisterial Arabic-English Lexicon, is a
heartening story.

After the monuments of ancient Egypt
themselves the greatest monument is surely
the magnificent volumes of plates and text of
the Description de I'Egypte. John Rodenbeck
reconsiders this 'Orientalist Monument', its
printing history, antecedents and
contemporaries in great detail - so much so
that his text is at times overwhelmed by the
footnotes in their 19th-century style
quantity (2 lines of text and 44 lines of
footnotes on a single page!).

The often huge canvasses of the Victorian
artist John Frederick Lewis are quite well
known but, curiously enough, little is known
about his life and activities in Egypt in the
ten years that he lived there in the style of
the Turkish elite. Bryony Llewellyn notes the
Victorian prejudiced and patronising view of
the Orient, often misreading the subject in
light of this. Here, by a more considered
reading and view of Lewis's work, light is
thrown on his personal response to the east,
notably in intriguingly suggesting that his
famous painting of a grizzled Arab, the
subject of In the Bezestein, is but one of
possibly three self portraits that have been
hidden under broad titles.

The last contribution, by Nicholas Warner,
appropriately examines perceptions of Egypt
in the 19th century press, essentially via the
Illustrated London News (begun in 1842),
giving rise to the first ‘'foreign
correspondents’ - the ‘Travelling Artists',
who had the advantage over the early
photographers in their on-the-spot, alive,
impressions of events, particularly in the
Egyptian campaigns from 1882 to 1898.

As  Florence Nightingale wrote: 'One
wonders that people come back from Egypt
and live lives as they did before'. Those of
us who know the country can well agree with
her, but we do, and this fine selection of
€ssays goes a long way towards an

. explanation of the 'magic of Egypt' for so

many in so many different ways.
Peter A Clayton

Semra Germaner & Zeynep Inankur,
Coqstantmople and the Orientalists, Art
Series 79 (Isbank, Istanbul, 2002) pp330,

2.2

279 illustrations ISBN 975-45326-9

The focus of the book is mainly
Constantinople in the 19th century. It can be
ordered from the magazine Cornucopia:
Turkey for Conniosseurs, whose website is:
www.cornucopia.net; London tel: +44(0)1450
37993; fax: +44(0)1450 379988.

The authors are now working on a book
about the cultural relations between Cairo
and Constantinople in the second half of the
19th century, especially with regard to art
and architecture.

Robert Morell, "Budgie..."™ The life of
Sir E. A. T. Wallis Budge, Egyptologist,
Assyriologist and Keeper of the Department
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities at the
British  Museum, 1892-1924 (privately
published, 2002), pp75, £5.66 inc postage
from RW Morell, 43 Eugene Gardens,
Nottingham, NG2 3LF.

Budge has had - many detractors; using
prreviously unpublished material, this essay
aims to present a reasoned assessment of a
larger-than-life character.

- John Wilkinson has brought out three books,

all relating to Jerusalem, all richly
documented and illustrated, all equally
valuable and interesting. They are:

Egeria's Travels (Aris & Phillips, revised
edition, 1999), pp240, 10 maps, 21 plans,
£16.50 ISBN 08555668 7103. Egeria, a nun
from Galicia, visited Jerusalem fifty years
after the reign of Constantine. This is
probably one of the earliest accounts of a
Christian pilgrimage. Egeria, apart from her
personal observations, gives a fascinating
account of the geography, archaeology and
liturgy of the Holy Land.

Jerusalem Pilgrims before the Crusade (Aris
& Phillips, 2001) pp432, 70 illustrations, £28
ISBN 805668 7464. Between 385 and
1099 AD, hundreds of pilgrims set out for
Jerusalem, but only eighteen tales have
survived. They provide a background for the
history of Christianity and also interesting
reading for archaelogists and geographers of
the Byzantine and Early Arab period. The
author has made a meticulous study of the
texts and we gain a good impression of the
physical conditions such a pilgrimage entailed
as well as of the development of Christian
prayers in Jerusalem.



From Synagogue to Church: The traditional

design, Its beginning, definition and end

(Routledge Curzon, 2002) pp264

ISBN 0 7007 1320 4 264 The design of a
synagogue and a church followed a joint
tradition among Jews and Christians. Both
relied on numbers, they were easy to design
but the work was carried out secretly and
accurately and it has always been extremely
difficult to unravel. For the first time, John
Wilkinson does just that.

ASTENE PUBLICATIONS

Two of the three books developed from
papers given at the 1999 ASTENE
Conference in Cambridge came out in 2001.

I Desert Travellers from Herodotus to TE
Lawrence, edited by Janet Starkey and
Okasha El Daly, illustrated

ISBN 0-9539700-0-0

Il . Travellers in the Levant: Voyagers and
Visionaries, edited by Sarah Searight and
Malcolm Wagstaff, illustrated

ISBN 0-9539700-1-9

The third book is expected shortly

Ul Egypt through the Eyes of Travellers,
edited by Nadia El Kholy and Paul Starkey,
illustrated

ISBN 0-9539700-2-7

All the volumes cost £19.95 (£17.50 for
ASTENE members) and are obtainable from
The Museum Bookshop, 36 Great Russell
Street, London WC1 3QB

Tel: 0207 580 4086; fax: 0207 436 4364
email: mbooks@btconnect.com

The volumes based on papers from the 1995

Durham Conference (I) and the 1997 Oxford

Conference (II) & III) are also available.

I Travellers in Egypt, edited by Paul and
Janet Starkey (London, IB Tauris, 1998),
£25 hardback, ISBN 1 86064 324 8

£14.95 paperback ISBN 1 8604 674 3

II Unfolding the Orient, edited by Paul and
Janet Starkey, (Reading, Ithaca, 2001),
illustrated, £35 ISBN 0-86372-257-~1

I Interpreting the Orient, edited by Paul
and Janet Starkey, (Reading, Ithaca, 2001),

illustrated, £35 ISBN 0-86372-258-X

Ithaca Press: orders@garnet-ithaca.co.uk
or from The Museum Bookshop

A Rebuke to an over-prolix reviewer

from Francis Jeffery, editor of the
Edinburgh Review to Rev Francis Lee, who
had submitted a book review of Edward
Dodwell's A Classical and Topographical
Tour through Greece

28th January 1820

[ am extremely concerned that you should
have suffered any vexation or inconvenience
on account of my indecision and delay about
the article you did me the honour of sending
on Mr Dodwell's book on Greece.

The packet arrived when I was from home
and it was some time before I had an
opportunity of examining it. When I did I
was alarmed at its length - and you will
forgive me for saying it did appear to me
rather heavy and tedious - and at all events a
good deal more instructive than entertaining.
I thought however that by some
retrenchment it might be made suitable for
our purpose....I have been led perhaps to be
less on the alert with regard to it from
having supposed that it was merely the
speculation of a dilettanti author who wished
to see himself in print, and wrote without
any view to pecunuary reimbursement. Had I
been aware that you set a market value on it
and wished to offer it in another quarter if it
could not find a place in our Journal, I would
certainly have returned it immediately. As it
is I shall certainly think it my duty, if you
require it, to repay you any actual expense it
may have occasioned you - while I cannot
consent to pay for it as if I had either
bespoken or used it.

NLS Acc 11831

The Editor and Book Editor of the Bulletin,
would, we hope, be kinder than Mr Jefferys
to a wordy reviewer - we would welcome
you sending us reviews, but would prefer
them to be no more than 200-500 words.

The Getty Research Centre in Los Angeles
had acquired le comte de Forbin's Voyage
dans le Levant, 1819, an illustrated elephant
folio describing the 1816-17 journey of
Forbin, director of the French museums, to
find and purchase antiquities for the French
government.
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RESEARCH RESOURCES

TRAVEL LITERATURE IN LIBRARIES IN
ATHENS, GREECE

The following invaluable information has
been provided by the kindness of

Mrs Penelope Wilson-Zarganis ALAA,
Librarian of the British School at Athens.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS
Library and Archive

52 Odos Souedias, GR 106 76 Athens, Tel:
210 724 6134 Fax: 210 723 6560

email: library@bsa.ac.uk www.bsa.ac.uk

24 hour access for Members

Readers: Mon-Fri: 9.00am-6.00pm

(Closed 20 Sept-6 Oct.)

Supervised photocopying of travel volumes
allowed

The Penrose Library, BSA, by Heaton Comyn,
opened by Prince Constantine in April 1904

The British School at Athens was established
in 1886 'to give British Students of Greek
Archaeology and Art the opportunity of
pursuing their researches in Greece itself.(1)
A program of study proposed by Robert
Carr Bosanquet, Director of the School from
1900-06, recommended that Students divide
their time between travels and on site
research in the Spring and Summer months
and research in the library and attending
lectures in the winter months.(2) Research

and travels covered areas where there was a.

Greek presence, and included Greece, Asia
Minor, Cyprus, Egypt and the Near East.
The Committee of the School identified that
one of the two main requirements of the
«Student when working in Athens was 'the
command of an adequate library'.(3) This
was secured by the acquisition in 1899 of the
impressive  library of George Finlay,
philhellene traveller, historian and
antiquarian. This collection is the core of the

y¥ey

British School library. The collection
acquired from Finlay's estate included maps,
personal papers, antiquities and even the
bookcases that had held his library. Of these
the most important to members of ASTENE
are the travel books, approximately 4000
titles; his travel journals and itineraries; his
letters to William Leake; and his map
collection.

The Finlay book collection was arranged
and catalogued by Frederick William Hasluck
(Librarian 1906-15). He intended to create
an analytical index to the sites mentioned in
the collection. He was never to complete this
project but his initial work formed the
beginning of the library's topographical
subject card index. The archive of the School
also holds an early handwritten list by
Hasluck of sites in Asia Minor and the Greek
islands and the works consuited.(4) Finlay's
Papers have been studied by a number of
well-respected scholars who found them
invaluable in their own research, including
AJB Wace(5), W Miller(6) and J Hussey.
Professor Hussey completed the systematic
rearrangement of the collection that includes
papers from Finlay's father, John Finlay, and
fellow philhellenes, George Jarvis and Frank
Abney Hastings, and made it accessible
through the publication of her catalogue of
this collection.(7) She subsequently published
two of the more significant groups - GF's
journals and representative items from his
personal letters including the whole of his
extensive correspondence with WM Leake(8)

Finlay's travel collection is housed in
closed shelving in the School's rare book
room and the Finlay common room. They
are listed in the main catalogue of the
library, soon to be accessible through the
School's website, and are available on
request. They are of particular interest
because of the marginalia and travel notes
added by Finlay.(9)

Finlay's collection has been added to by the
acquisition of other early travellers’ books
and papers, such as the sketchbooks and
final publication of JR Steuart, Monuments
of Lydia and Phrygia (1836), donated by FW
Hasluck. In 1924 Dr Ashby donated a
collection of seven sketchbooks by William
Gell from a journey to Greece in 1807. The
library continues to add accounts of early
and recent travels.

Other recent additions include the growing
number of publications concerning the study
of, and research based on, travel literature,
such as the Bulletin of ASTENE.(10)



In addition to its collection of travel
literature the library and archive of the BSA
holds an important collection of books and
papers recording the research of its students
on the archaeological sites and monuments of
Greece, Cyprus and Asia Minor. During what
has been termed by Richard Clogg ‘the
golden age of the BSA' (11), students of the
School expanded their interests to include the
study of the language (12), history and
customs (13) of the communities in which
their archaeological researches were based.
The archive includes in its collection of
excavation records many photographs and
notes of ethnographic interest. They
represent an additional historical record of
this region before the changes wrought by
war, earthquake or economic development.

The BSA library also has a rich map
collection, which covers the Balkans and the
Eastern Mediterranean. It includes Admiralty
charts for the Mediterranean from 1857,
Austrian Army maps from 1884; British
Army maps from World War I and II and
Greek Army maps from 1909 to the present
day. The earlier maps are invaluable as a
source for place names during the Ottoman
period, which changed with independence.
The collection also includes some personal
maps, of archival interest as they include
marked routes of travel. The Finlay
collection includes his copies of
Peloponnessus ancient and modern, by W
Leake and W Gell, 1830 and Carte de la
Morée, 1852, with the routes of his travels
marked in red. There are also the personal
travel maps of past students of the School.
This collection needs to be fully catalogued.

OTHER LIBRARY RESOURCES IN ATHENS

Athens is a rich source of travel literature

for Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean.,

Most of the libraries with relevant collections
are based in or near the centre of the city
and are easily accessible, more so with the
new metro service. Unfortunately none of

the libraries have lending facilities. Two have -

catalogues accessible through the Internet.
In alphabetical order the most important
libraries for the study of travellers to Greece
are:

1. THE EJ FINOPOULOS COLLECTION
BENAKI MUSEUM

Hours: by appointment

Tel: 210 364 2216

Librarian: Mrs Pitsa Tsakouni

This is a private collection under the auspices
of the Benaki Museum. It holds more than
15,000 volumes devoted to travel in the
Ottoman Empire from mid 15th Century to
late 19th Century. The collection is being
catalogued and is available on request.

2. ELIA - The Hellenic Library and Historic
Archives ‘
5 Aghiou Andreou St, Plaka, Athens 105 56
Tel: 210 321 1149 Fax: 210 321 2667
email: elia@ath.forthnet.gr www.elia.org.gr
ELIA is essential for information relating to
the Modern Greek state from the 19th to
20th century. Their catalogue is available on
the Internet. In collaboration with the
Ethniki Chartotki (National Map and
Cartographic Heritage Centre), ELIA has
embarked on a pilot scheme to digitise,
document and classify its map collection.
This collection is to include that of
Mrs K Samoucha.

3. THE GENNADIUS LIBRARY

Souedias 61, Athens 106 76

Tel: 210 721 0536 Fax: 210 723 7767
email: gennadius@ascsa.edu.gr
www.ascsa.edu. gr/gennadius

Catalogue:
http://jasmin.ekt.gr/opac/zConnectENU.html
Librarian: Mrs Sophia Papageorghiou

A large collection of travellers' books and
papers including many rare items. Three
volumes were published 50 years ago listing
the collection by date of publication.(14) The
entire catalogue is available on the Internet.
The collection is on closed shelving, with
limited photocopying.

4. THE INSTITUTE OF NEOHELLENIC
RESEARCH. THE NATIONAL RESEARCH
FOUNDATION

Vas. Konstantinou 48, Athens 116 35

Tel: 210 727 3554 Fax: 210 724 6212
www.eie.gr/institutes/kne

Catalogue:

http://jasmin.ekt. gr/opac/zConnectENU. html
Director: Dr P Kitromilides

Of importance not so much for their
collection but for the research tools they
have developed. They initiated a programme
that recognised ‘that travel Iliterature -
itineraries, narratives of journals and
travellers' aids of all kinds - needs to be
methodically catalogued, bibliographed and
systemized as a historical source'.(15) A
start was made with the programme

'Foreign-language travellers’ writings on

ke
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south-eastern Europe and the eastern
Mediterranean, 15th-19th centuries'(16) and
published in L Droulia, ed, On travel
literature and related subjects, references and
approaches (Athens 1993).

5. THE S LOVERDQOS LIBRARY

Othonos and Kifissias, Kifissia 145 61
Tel/Fax: 210 801 3861

Director: Mr Koutarelis

A private library of more than 15,000
volumes, specialising in the Ionian islands
and early Greek imprints, it includes a
section on travellers.

Open one day a week.

OTHER SOURCES OF EARLY TRAVEL
LITERATURE IN ATHENS

The following is a list of libraries and
archives that each holds a small collection of
travel literature and/or archives. There is
also a local publishing house that specialises
in the reproduction of early travellers'
publications, that may be of interest.

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL
STUDIES

Odos Souedias 54, Athens 106 76

Tel: 210 723 6314 Fax: 210 725 0584
email:Blegen@ascsa.edu.gr

www.ascsa.edu.gr

Catalogue:
http://jasmin.ekt.gr/opac/zConnectENU. html
Librarian: Dr Camilla MacKay

DEUTSCHES ARCHAEOL. INSTITUT
Pheidiou 1, Athens 106 78

Tel: 210 330 7426 Fax: 210 330 7400
email: walter@athen.dainst.org

website: dainst.deu

Director of Library: Dr G Joehrens

ECOLE FRANCAISE D'ARCHEOLOGIE
Didotou 6, Athens 106 80

Tel: 210 361 2518 Fax: 210 363 2101
email: Evelyne.Rocchetto@efa.gr
www.efa.gr

Librarian: Evelyne Rocchetto

GREEK ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Panepistimiou 22, Athens 106 72

Tel: 210 362 6042 Fax: 210 364 4996
Librarian: Christina Pidoula

»
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OSTERREICHES ARCHAOL. INSTITUT
Leoforos Alexandras 26, Athens 106 83
Tel: 210 821 3708 Fax: 210 822 0798
email: csoeai@.hol.gr

Librarian: Christa Schauer

SCUOLA ARCHEOLOGICA ITALIANA DE
ATENE

Parthenonos 14-16, Makriyianni,

Athens 117 42

Tel: 210 923 9163 Fax: 210 922 0908
email: biblioteca@scuoladatena.it
www.scuoladatena. it

Librarian: Dr A Benvenuti

PARLIAMENT LIBRARY

Parliament Building, Syntagma,

Athens 100 21

Tel: 210 370 722 Fax: 210 370 7210
email: library@parliament.gr

NOTI KARABIAS - (PUBLISHERS)
Asklepiou 35, Athens 106 80
Tel/Fax: 210 362 0465

Series: Bibliotheke Istorikon Meleton
265 titles

References:

1. BSA, Report of the Executive Committee 1887-8,
pl7

2. Annual of the BSA VII (1900-01), pl64

3. BSA, Report of the Executive Committee 1887-8,
pl?

4. BSA Archives, Asia Minor 3

5. AJB Wace, Hastings and Finlay BSA XXII (1916-
18), p110-132

6. W Miller, The Finlay Papers English Historical
Review 39, (1924), p386-98

7. J Hussey, The Finlay Papers a catalogue (BSA
Supplementary volume 9) London 1973

8. JM Hussey, ed, The journals and letters of George
Finlay (Camberley 1995) pxiv

9. Travels notes by Finlay, Peloponnese 1828 bound
into the back of his copy of W Gell [tinerary of the
Morea (1817)

10. A good example is a recent exhibition held at the
Gennadius Library with a catalogue edited by

D Koster, To Hellen's noble land. Dutch accounts of
travellers, geographers and historians on Philhellenica,
Athens 1995

11. R Clogg, The British School at Athens and the
Modern History of Greece (Journal of Modern
Hellenism no.10, 1993) p93

12. R McG Dawkins, Modern Greek in ASia Minor
{Cambridge 1916)

13. AJB Wace, MS Thompson, Nomads of the Balkans
(London 1914)



14. JM Paton, Chapters on Mediaeval and Renaissance
visitors to Greek lands (Princeton 1951). SH Weber,
Voyages and travels in the Near East made during the
XIX Century (Princeton, 1952). SH Weber, Voyages
abd Travels in Greece, the Near East and adjacent
regions made previous to the year 1801 (Princeton,
1953)

15. L Droulia, p8

16. L Droulia, pil

Penelope Wilson-Zaganis adds, 'We have just
received a book [at the Library of the British
School of Archaeology in Athens], which
ASTENE would appreciate.' It does indeed
sound as if it could be a useful resource. It

is called:

Travellers' Greece: Memories of an
Enchanted Land, compiled by John L
Tomkins. Published 2002 in Athens by
Anagnosis, it draws upon the travellers'

books in the BSA and Gennadius libraries,
and its 608 pages include a 3-page
bibliography of English language travellers'
publications and an alphabetical listing of
select biographical notes. The selections are
arranged topographically in chronological
order and there are a number of black and
white illustrations. The publishers' website is
WWW.anagnosis. gr

Engraved by lemadivere.

Visitors to Mycenae

Tourists did not only visit Mycenae after the
momentous discoveries by Schliemann in
1877. By no means the earliest was Mary

(Nisbet), Lady Elgin, in 1802, who, ‘on
entering the great plain of Argos...made
about half an hour's deviation to the left, to
see the ruins of the city of Mycenae; great
masses of walls of the ancient city still
remain, they are said to be the work of the
Cyclops. At a short distance from these
ruins is a stupendous vault, which is
supposed to be the tomb of Agamemnon, and
by others, the Treasury of the Kings of
Mycenae. Two long walls of massive
masonry lead to the doorway of this
subterranean building; but so much soil has
been washed into it by the mountain torrents
that it required no common courage to crawl
through the hole by which alone it could be
entered. I went in after some hesitation, on
all fours and was fully gratified by the
scene.' They lit a fire in the main vault and
crept on into ‘another dome of much cruder
work'. The young son of the British Consul
in Athens, 'who had strict charge to take
care of himself (tho' his Mama did allow him
to go wherever I went) refused to follow me
into the second vault - I saw the bristles on
his skull were erect at crawling into the first
vault.'

Lady Elgin, by the way, was at the time
about four and a half months pregnant with
her third child.

The Letters of Mary Nisbet of Dirleton,
Countess of Elgin, arranged by Lt Col Nisbet
(Hamilton Grant 1926)

Other early visitors included:

F Vandyck, 1700; Abbe M Fourmont, 1728-
30; MA Choiseul-Gouffier, 1776; L Fauvel,
1780-2; R Chandler, 1785; X Scrofani,
1794-£; F Pouqueville, 1798-1800; T Hope,
1800; ED Clarke, 1801; P Hunt, 1801; GB
Lusieri, 1801-10; S Itter, 1802; WM Leake,
1802, 1810; J Bartholdy, 1803; W Gell,
1804-5; S Pomardi, 1804-6; E Dodwell.
1805; J Pyrlas 1805; FR de Chateaubriand,
1806; T Burgon, 1808

Lord North, 1810; CR Cockerell, 1810-17;
W Turner, 1813; H Holland, 1812-3; HW
Williams, 1817; PE Laurent, 1818-9;

A Prokesch von Osten, 1825; A Blouet,
1829; TA Trant, 1830

L Von Klenze, 1833; Rev R Burgess, 1834;
W Mure, 1838; J Skene, 1838; Third Earl of
Carnavon, 1838; JA Buchon, 1840; F
Aldenhoven, 1841; T du Moncel, 1843-5;

E Lear, 1848; JJ Bachofen, 1850
H Hettner, 1852; W Vischer,
Clark, 1856: C Schaub, 1862

1853; WG
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NEWS

Dr Dionisius Agius from the Department of
Arabic & Middle Eastern Studies, University
of Leeds, has been awarded a 3-year major
AHRB  Research Grant for an
interdisciplinary project entitled
'‘Reconstructing the Quseiri Arabic
Documents (RQAD)', to start in October
2002.

Arabic documents of the 13th to 15th
century (Ayyubid and Mamluk periods) have
been unearthed by the University of
Southampton archaeological team (1999 to
date) at Quseir al-Qadim on the Egyptian
Red Sea coast. The site was once Myos
Hormos, a Roman harbour mentioned in the
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea. Among the
many Classical and Islamic finds were the
Arabic documents, written variously on
paper, ostraca (pieces of pottery or stone),
wood, leather and, intriguingly, on ostrich
eggshells.

It will be the aim of the project to
reconstruct the Arabic and interpret the
texts in the context of the excavated site and
its artefacts. The findings of this linguistic
and historic inquiry will lead to a better
understanding of the Red Sea region, in
particular the function of the town of Quseir
as an entrepot of the long-distance trade and
pilgrim traffic.

University of Leeds School of Computing
will be providing academic and technical
expertise in conjunction with the Univeristy
of Southampton (Archaeology Data service).
A database of texts will be deposited with the
University of Oxford (Oxford Text Archive)
who will also be closely involved in the
project.

Dr Agius' publications include:

Al-Masaq:  Islam and the  Medieval
Mediterranean, Agius, DA (ed) (2001),
Volume 13, Turnhout, Brepols, pp 166;
(2002) Volume 14 (i), Abingdon, Taylor &
Francis, pp 76

A historical and linguistic inquiry into dhow
types of the Arabian Gulf and Oman, Agius
DA (2001) Monika Fatima Miihlbsock and
Walter Beltz (eds) Golf-Spiel im
20.Jahrhundert, Halle (Saale): Martin-
Luther-Universitit, pp 179-224

The Arab Shalandi, Agius DA (2001);
Vermeulen, Urbain and Van Steenbergen, Jo
(eds) Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid,
Ayyubid and Mamluk Eras - IIl. Leuven:
Peeters, pp49-60
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The British Empire and Commonwealth
Museum opened its permanent exhibition in
Bristol in September.

The exhibition is the first in the world to
be dedicated to a study of Britain's 500-year
colonial history, showing how the British
empire evolved into the independent nations
of the Commonwealth, and the legacy,
world-wide, of the interchange of peoples,
languages, institutions, trade and cultures.

Part 1 examines the voyages of discovery
between the 16th-18th centuries, including
the establishment of trading posts in Africa
and Asia; part 2 covers the century or so
before World War 1, while part 3 looks at
the social life of the people who served the
empire abroad - civil servants, foresters,
nurses, etc, and their impact on the people
around them. The experiences and voices of
post-World War Il immigrants from
Britian's colonies, and the changes that they
and their descendants have wrought in
modern British society, are a major feature
of the final gallery.

There is a library of historical books, an
archive of over 250,000 images, and an oral
history archive.

Open 10.00-17.00 every day except
Christmas Day. Admission charge.

British Empire & Commonweaith Museum,
Clock Tower Yard, Temple Meads, Bristol
BS1 6QH Tel: 0117 925 4980 Fax: 0117
925 4983 email: staff@empiremuseum.co.uk
web: www.empiremuseum.co.uk

Zeno Booksellers

Members wishing to find publications about
Greece and the Balkans will be glad to know
that Zeno Booksellers have reopened.
Formerly in Denmark Street off the Charing
Cross Road, they were a godsend for over
50 years and the closure some two years ago
was a sad blow. Now however they have
reopened under the same management but in
a new venue and are once again providing
excellent service. The new shop is situated in
an old print works with plenty of room for
the outstanding collection of second-hand
stock. It is said that they are even planning a
series of reprints of 'Classic Balkan travel'.
Zeno Booksellers, 57a Nether Street, North
Finchley, London N12 7NP

Tel: 202 8882 1910; email:
info@thegreekbookshop.com; website:
www.thegreekbookshop.com



A day school on TE Lawrence & Archaelogy
will be held on Saturday 18 January 2003 at
Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford
OX1 2JA. The speakers will be Dr David
Jacobson, Dr Rupert Chapman, Dr Jonathan
Tubb, Sam Moorhead, Caroline Cartwright
and Julian Bowsher. Cost £39 with lunch,
£32 without. To book or for further details
contact the Administrator, Day & Weekend

Schools, at Rewley House, or telephone
01865 270380 or email
ppdayweek@conted.ox.ac.uk

Classical Pilgrimages, Consecrated

Landscapes - Travellers to the Mediterranean
World in the Age of Englightenment

Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British
Art, London, April 4, 2003

Proposals welcomed on: representations of
ancient cities in travel literature; mapping the
antique and recreating classical topography;
romantic visions and ruinous landscapes -
the search for cultural origins.
Abstracts (c300 words for
papers), by 16 December, to:
Dr 1lIan Macgregor, Dept of Classics &
Ancient History, Queens Building, University
of Exeter, Exeter EX4 4QH

email: i.macgregor-morris@ex.ac.uk

20 minute

Researchers from outside London may like to
stay at Alix Wilkinson's bed and breakfast.
Twin-bedded room with bath, £56 per night,
twin, £48 single. Easy reach Bayswater and
Queensway tube stations and bus routes.
Non-smokers only.

Mrs Wilkinson, 7 Tenniel Close, Porchester
Gardens, London W2 3LE

Tel: 0207-229-9205; Fax: 0207-229-4456

Classical Reflections - william
Simpson

On the 2nd February 1877, I left London for

Athens on the way to visit Mycenae, Troy
and Ephesus, accompanied by Dr John S
Skene... :
[Simpson then departed from Athens for
Mycenae on the last day of February, riding
on a pack horse, with a pack saddle and a bit
of rope for a bridle]

I was much struck with the resemblance of
these horses to those on the sculptures of
the Parthenon. They were small brutes, and

had all the character of those represented in
the marbles. It was something to have ridden
the descendants of the horses that had been a
model to Phideas. At Corinth - the old
Corinth - we were quartered in the house of
the local Aesculapius; whose wife, like
Penelope, had a loom in the house at which
she wrought - a good illustration of the
permanancy of custom - a permanancy that
has continued from Homer's time to the
present day.
National Library of Scotland,
Acc 11877(ii), p211

A Modest Collection

My own Antiquities consist of four tortoises
and four Sculls, all taken out of an ancient
Sarcophagi..

Lord Byron, letter to JC Hobhouse

QUERIES

Apology In Bulletin 13, we inadvertently
omitted to credit the drawings for Nicola
Gentle's costume query to Diana Wardle. All
too belatedly, we gratefully acknowledge her
contribution.

There have recently come to our attention
some papers of one of the British 'Turkey
merchant' dynasties. The family is looking
for someone who might write an account of
the family. In so doing, it would be possible
to trace the network of intermarrianges and
connections brtween European families in the
Eastern Mediterranean between c¢1750 and
1950. This could be a subject for a most
fascinating thesis or an interesting research
and writing project for someone intrigued by
the region.

If you would like to know more, please
contact the Editor of the Bulletin.
Grant Malcolm enquires if there is any

photographic record of the names carved
into the pyramid by travellers, soldiers, etc.
He is a photographer with an interest in a
research project on Australian military
history (Mena Camp, 1914-16). Email:
grantmal@optusnet.com.au (grant malcolm)
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We would like to hear of further sightings of
Mary Light, wife of Colonel William Light,
who must have caused tongues to wag and,
surely, quills to race in 1832.

Cassandra Vivian is researching the
American traveller Elizabeth Cabot Kirkland,
whose letters are in the Massachusetts
Historical Society Library, in the papers of
Henry Cabot Lodge. The letters mention
meeting a 'remarkable woman', who wore
Mameluke dress, could read hieroglyphs,
‘'smoked with great skill', shot, and could
direct the sailors of a Nile boat in the
absence of the captain. 'In short, she finds
all knowledge within her power..." She
travelled, unchaperoned, with a handsome,
dashing fellow in Turkish dress.

Of Colonel Light, the Australian Dictionary
of National Biography tells that he was asked
by Mehemet Ali to recruit British officers
for the Egyptian Navy; he later went to
Australia as surveyor-general, and was a
founder of Adelaide. He married twice; his
second wife was the wealthy Mary Bennet,
with whom he cruised the Mediterranean in a
yacht (presumably bought with her money,
and perhaps explaining her proficiency on a
Nile boat). In Light's absence, his wife lived
with another man - the handsome and
dashing Captain Jack Bowen - and she and
Light separated in 1832. Mary bore Bowen
three children - who took the name of Light.
If anyone knows more, please respond to
Cassandra Vivian, email cass@telerama.com
or to Deborah Manley, 57 Plantation Road,
OXFORD 0OX2 6JE.

For a PhD project on desert vegetation,
Gidske L. Andersen plans to use travellers’
observations as a source on long-term
dynamics of desert vegetation. This is an
unexploited source of information in
ecological studies and there are reasons to
believe that it has a great potential.
Observations of interest are on the
presence/density or absence of trees, the
intensity of charcoal production, knowledge

about deforestation - and, in particular, .

observations that can be geographically
located. Floyer (1893) for instance reported
heavy deforestation in Wadi Hulus in the
south-eastern desert and it is of great
interest to her PhD project to visit such sites
today to study regeneration, growth and
mortality of desert trees.

She is therefore secking potential sources
of information on travellers in Egypt in the
Eastern Desert in general and particularly in
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the area between 24th and 25th degree of
latitude. In addition to observations cited in
literary sources she is more than happy to
receive information about: travellers in this
region; references where further information
about their journeys can be found; other
potential sources of information (records of
organisations, pictures, etc) and where these
are available.

Gidske  Andersen, Botanical Institute,
University of Bergen, Allégaten 41, N5007
BERGEN, NORWAY email:

Gidske. Andersen@bot.uib.no.or

Bouwan Khalid wrote to us from Iraq: 'l am
a postgraduate student and my thesis is
going to be "The Arabs in the Eyes of
Western Women: The Female Response to
Oriental Life with Specific Reference to
Harriet Martineau, Gertrude Bell and Freya
Stark.

But due to the hard circumstances that my
country goes through, I find myself unable
to get the necessary information about my
work, which will certainly affect its value. I
ask your help in providing me with a copy of
the works that would give me an opportunity
to know more about these writers and their
eastern travels."”

Miss Bouwan Khalid, College of Education
for Women, University of Baghdad, Al-
Jadiyah, Baghdad, Iraq

email: family@urulink.net (bowan)

In the Tourists'" Help-Book to the East
(1870), by Thomas Cook and Jabez Burns,
an English bookseller, stationer and
forwarding agent in Cairo advertised various
services. One of them was a Travellers'
Register. We quote: 'A Register is kept of
the English residents in, and of English and
American travellers passing through Egypt,
with columns for noting messages to friends,
or addresses, etc, which may be left with D
R & Co. All Travellers in Egypt are
recommended to inscribe their names in this
Register.'

It is hardly necessary to say how useful
this could prove to be, if it could be found.
Is there any other record of the Register?

Pascale Linant de Bellefonds wants to
purchase or borrow a copy of Egypt Itself,
the biography of Robert Hay by Selwyn
Tillett. Anyone who can help, please contact
Mme Linant de Bellefonds,

9 Rue Saint Roman, F-75006 Paris, France:
email, linant@mae.u-paris10fr
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In Bulletin 13, Deborah Manley enquired if
anyone knew who the Boy Jones was, seen
aboard the Harlequin in 1847 by John
Barker. In an example of that strange
serendipity which so often occurs in
research, we came across another reference
to this person, which in some ways only
deepens the mystery. Felicia Skene remarked
in Wayfaring Sketches among the Greeks and
Turks, that Salamis 'is inseparably united in
my mind to that problem, never to be
solved, as to why the "boy Jones" jumped
overboard from the deck of the Warspite,
when it was lying in that bay one cold night
last year [this must have been in 1844, Ed],
and remained absent no one knows where
during two days; since he was not found
under a sofa, making invidious comparisons
between the furniture of Queen Amelia's
sitting room and that of a similar apartment
in Buckingham Palace.’

Queen Amelia, the Queen of Greece at that
date, is clearly being linked with Queen
Victoria, who once discovered a young street
urchin concealed in her apartments at
Buckingham Palace - was he the Boy Jones?
We seem to recall that many years ago there
was a film about the incident, called The
Mudlark. Does this jog anyone's memory?.

BRIGANDS

In the north chancel aisle of York Minster
there is a plaque on the wall which records a
story of tragedy and heroism:

'In memory of Frederick Vyner, aged 23,
who was taken prisoner by Greek brigands in
the neighbourhood of Athens April 11th,
1870 and murdered by them April 21st.
While thus a captive ten days with the
prospect of death ever before him he thought
of others rather than of himself. He refused

to purchase his own safety by their peril and_

met his fate at last in the spirit of his own
latest written words, "We must trust to
God, that we die bravely as Englishmen
should do.™

In the spring of 1870, a band of brigands
crossed from Turkey into the northern
provinces of Greece. Because of this, when a
party set out in two carriages on a sight-

seeing trip from Athens on the morning of
11 April, it was accompanied by two
mounted policemen; and because it was
bound for the desolate plains of Marathon,
and doubtless also because of the exalted
rank of some members of the party, a
detachment of sixteen infantrymen was also
provided.

All went well until, on the return journey,
one of the party suggested that the carriage
horses be whipped up so as to arrive the
sooner in Athens. The result was that the
infantrymen were left far behind. At Macro
Narappos Bridge, the brigands lay in wait.
They shot down the mounted police and took
the party captive. However, they permitted
the ladies, Lady Muncaster and Mrs and
Miss Lloyd, to continue in the carriages to
Athens.

From this point, the two accounts [ have
read differ somewhat in detail. Why did not
the brigands send the ransom demand with
the ladies? Instead they demanded that
Frederick Vyner, the youngest of the men,
should walk back to Athens with it. He
refused, because he considered the life of
another member of the party more valuable.
If aristocratic eminence is the criterion of the
value of a life, it is true that Josslyn
Pennington, Earl of Muncaster (1834-1917)
was the right man to choose. Edward
Herbert (1837-1870) was only the son of the
second son of the second Earl of Carnavon;
Edward Lloyd, who was a resident of
Athens, had, as far as I know, no
aristocratic connections; Count Alberto de
Boyl was probably not quite in the Earl
class, and though Frederick's maternal
grandfather was Baron Grantham and Earl de
Grey of Wrest, he was only a younger son.

So off went Muncaster, carrying a demand
for a ransom of a million drachma (variously
said to be worth £32,000 and £50,000),
which was easily collected - but also
(according to one source) a demand for an
amnesty for the brigands, and this the Greek
government could not grant, without a
change in the law. On 21 April, Greek troops
were sent to take the money, with
instructions to surround the party, but not
to shoot - but they opened fire. According
to one account, the bandits then panicked,
and murdered their captives before fleeing;
according to the other, they fled, taking the
captives with them, but as the men dropped
on the road, exhausted by their privations,
they were shot where they lay.

Frederick Grantham Vyner ('the gentlest of
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them all' one of the brigands is quoted as
saying) was buried in the Anglican Church,
in the Plaka, Athens, but to commemorate
him, (and it is said, with the ransom money)
his mother, Lady Mary Vyner, built a
church, dedicated to Christ the Consoler, in
the grounds of her home, Newby Hall,
Yorkshire. The memorial inscription to
Frederick is behind the high altar, but also,
below a window in the east end of the south
aisle, are remembered Edward Herbert,
Edward Lloyd and the Count de Boyl. There
is also a memorial plaque to Frederick in
Christchurch, Oxford, where he had been a
student.

Most of the brigands were captured, and
though the leader, Takos, escaped then, he
was- shot later trying once more to enter
Greece.

Sources: Burke's Peerage, information leaflet
on Christ the Consoler Church; a 20th
century newspaper article (?Yorkshire
Evening Press, no date), at Newby Hall, near
Ripon, North Yorkshire

Unhappy Dr Clarke

Isle of Zia, off Cape Sunium,
October 25 1801
[ will make a sketch of the luxuries we enjoy
in Greece...Danger, fatigue, disease, filth,
treachery, thirst, hunger, storms, rocks,
assassins, these are the realities. Will you
believe that even [ have repented the
undertaking? How can it be otherwise? I
must shew things as they are. In my fourth
decade, I no longer scatter roses among
thorns.

B

I call you to witness ~ was [ always at sea
a coward? Now the very sight of it sickens
me to the heart. It has handled me so
roughly, that I shall never face it like a man
again. Coming from Egypt, we tasted a
tempest in a Turkish 64; and since were
blown upon some rocks on the south of
Naxos, to amuse ourselves by drying our
rags, naked, upon a desert. But suppose all
goes well, and you have fine weather and so
on. Lice all over your body; lice on your
head; fleas, bugs, cock-roaches, rats,
disputing even to your teeth, for a crust of
mouldy biscuit full of maggots. What's the
matter now? 'Sir, we are becalmed!" Well,
what of that? 'The pirates have lighted their
signals, within two miles of us, if a breeze
does not spring up, we are lost!" A breez¢
comes! it gathers force - it blows fresh - i
whistles - it roars - darkness all around -
away goes the fore-sheet - the sea covers us
- again a calm - again the pirates - Mercy!
mercy!

Euphoric Dr Clarke

Summit of Parnassus-

December 15, 1801
It is necessary to forget all that has preceded
- all the travels of my life - all T ever
imagined - all I ever saw! Asia, Egypt - the
Isles - the Alps - whatever you willl Greece
surpasses all! Stupendous in its ruins! Awful
in its mountains! - captivating in its vales -
bewitching in its climate. Nothing ever
equalled it - no pen can describe it - no
pencil can portray it.

Letters from Edward Daniel Clarke to
William Otter in The Life & Remainsof the
Rev Edward Daniel Clarke (1824)




