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ASTENE NEWS AND EVENTS

ASTENE ten years and the future

At the Southampton Conference in 2007
ASTENE celebrated ten years since its formal
coming into being, although its gestation was
somewhat longer (perhaps 178 years). At the
Conference Dinner in Winchester, Neil Cooke
gave a spirited and amusing talk about the
genesis of ASTENE: Neil has kindly written-up
a version of this talk, which follows. The talk,
and the conference, were good times to reflect on
what ASTENE has achieved over the ten years —
but now is the time to consider where we might
be going in the next ten years. We hope that
Neil’s reminiscences will help to stimulate your
own thoughts about your interests, involvement,
and the future aims and directions of the
Association.

The membership of ASTENE is diverse: history,
archaeologists, Egyptologists (a breed-apart), art
historians, architects, literature specialists, those
with family connections to travellers, and those
who are ‘just’ interested in the region. This
diversity is our strength. Equally the region in
which we are all interested — essentially the lands
of the ‘Ottoman Empire’ (or the Eastern Roman
Empire) — is diverse, historically, archaeo-
logically and culturally. Some members have
interests across the region, other are more closely
defined. We are interested in your views on how
the association should develop.

A FEW THOUGHTS AND A
LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

Looking around the room, who could have
imagined that so many people are interested in
Travellers to Egypt and the Near East. But we
are interested, and attend our Conferences
because we hope to learn more about people we
already know or are writing about, but also, to
hear about new people, or new facts that will
help our minds to create the image of a person, a
place, or an event that is of interest to us.

I recently found this description of Mohammed
Alli at his palace in Alexandria.

‘He sat at the upper end, near the corner of the
chamber and I suppose cross-legged. His large
cloth cloak however concealed or covered his
legs and feet. He wore a large beautiful

variegated camel’s hair turban, had a long
beard and mustachios rather gray. He appeared
about 50 years or more and was smoking an
immense pipe at least seven and a half feet long.
The pipe was indeed a curiosity adorned with
silk having two large tassels hanging from the
top part a foot below the mouthpiece and run
down almost to about two feet from the bowl
which is highly gilt. The stem appeared to be set
around with two or three rows of diamonds and
the bowl was resting on a silver saucer about six
to eight inches in diameter on the floor.’

That description of his pipe is wonderful. It
shows Mohammed Ali in a new light, perhaps as
a ‘fashionista’ to use an up-to-date word.

Now consider Orlando Felix. He was wounded at
the Battle of Waterloo and later he travelled in
Egypt with Lord Prudhoe. The other day I found
this ‘Captain Orlando Felix ... was short and
slight, and rather an exquisite, who went in for
doing the correct thing.’ Somebody else wrote
‘he spoke with a stutter.” Another wrote ‘he sent
letters full of solace and cheerfulness.’ Bring
these facts together and you can begin to picture
this small, neatly-dressed man sitting beside the
river Nile having a friendly chat with
Champollion.

Travellers were not the dull academics we
imagine. Not every day was devoted to crawling
over mummies, digging up antiquities or copying
hieroglyphics. Many had a sense of humour.
Lately I have been reading in letters and journals
of an ostrich; a joke present delivered to each
new arrival on the Nile, who then had to look
after it until a new person arrived on the scene
and it could be passed on.

The problem is, when you can picture a different
Mohammed Ali, a different Orlando Felix, or
find another reference to that ostrich, you want to
search for more. And, however hard you try to
ignore them, travellers will and do take over your
life. Hence this conference in Southampton
where we celebrate ASTENE’s 10™ birthday.

Although ASTENE started in 1999 at the
Cambridge conference — before that, we met at
Oxford in 1997 — where the vote was taken to
create our Association — and is how you work
out that ASTENE is 10 years old. But some will
say we are 12 years old.

In 1995, some people here attended a conference
at Durham — which although intended as a ‘one-



off”, might be considered a ‘dry run’ for what
would later become ASTENE. Durham
demonstrated there were sufficient numbers of
people interested in the lives of travellers to
make a regular conference a viable proposition —
although I have to say some of us were amused
by two attendees who only came to Durham
because it was something for him and his wife to
do while his office was being re-decorated.

Before that, however — at Kingston Lacey, Harry
James organised a Bankes Symposium. Here, the
real lives of a few travellers were given a first
airing — William Bankes, Henry Salt, John
Gardner Wilkinson and James Burton. The
Bankes Symposium might be viewed as a ‘test
run’ for the ‘dry run’ two weeks later in Durham.

To this day, I still have no idea how Harry James
found out I was researching the life of James
Burton, but then that is how many of us have
come to know each other. One person knows
somebody else, who may be able to help another
person, or to suggest a new direction for their
research. And I like to think that all of us here
today have in this way helped one or more
members in the last 10 or 12 years because
sharing research was one of the simple ideas
behind ASTENE. Hence the Research Resources
part of the web-site.

Mentioning help, we must not overlook the work
of Warren Dawson. His book ‘Who Was Who in
Egyptology’ was first published in 1951 by the
Egypt Exploration Society (revised by Eric
Uphill in 1969 and expanded by Morris Bierbrier
in 1995). This book is often the first place many
of us look to find details of a traveller.

Yet ‘Who Was Who in Egyptology’ contains only
that part of the iceberg above the water. Mass
travel is not a recent phenomenon and many
people have over the centuries wandered from
country to country. But what is now obvious to
us is that there were several hundred, even
thousands of people, in Egypt and the Near East
and elsewhere. People who were there not as
archaeologists but who were there for business or
as tourists. And yet their lives and stories are as
interesting, if not more so, and much of the
information they recorded is kept on shelves and
in archive boxes in libraries all over the world.
While the lives of so many travellers are largely
forgotten, what they wrote down is of value;
descriptions of countries, people, animals,
industries, events, and monuments, with many

observations unlikely to have been recorded
elsewhere.

By ASTENE members blowing the dust off
these diaries and journals there is the great
opportunity for retrieving information that will
benefit present day and future historians of Egypt
and other countries in the Near East. That is part
of ASTENE’s purpose.

ASTENE also hoped such research would be of
benefit in another way. How often do you see a
label in a museum display saying an artefact has
an ‘unknown provenance?’ Because early
archaeologists often only committed to paper a
tiny part of the story behind each find. If you can
combine into one big database the facts recorded
in diaries and journals by different people, you
might solve the mystery of where these artefacts
were found. Well, that’s the theory, and I do
believe ASTENE members have provided
information to narrow down a possible
provenance or two by proving a person had
never visited the particular place where an
artefact was believed to have come from.

This raises an interesting thought. Does everyone
here know the real provenance of ASTENE? 1
suspect not, In the preface to our first published
book ‘Travellers in Egypt’, John Ruffle provided
a clue:

‘The idea of a conference on Travellers in Egypt
was first broached many years ago in the course
of correspondence between myself and Neil
Cooke, Michel Azim and Jason Thompson as we
struggled to correlate conflicting data in the
various letters and diaries on which we were
engaged.

Conference was rather a grand word for what
seemed likely to be the four of us meeting round
a kitchen table but in the event it was easily
Justified as over 80 people finally arrived at the
Oriental Museum [in Durham] for 3 days of
papers, discussion and what might be best
described as ‘other conference activities.'

John Ruffle is correct. It was many years ago,
and I dare to suggest our birthday cake needs not
10 or 12 but 178 candles, taking us back to
Wednesday 5™ August 1829. On that hot day,
somewhere beside the river Nile, Joseph Bonomi
put onto a scrap of paper a letter to James
Burton. “I feel myself into the bargain unwell —
Sfrom sitting up extremely late — with the two



Englishmen — and Champollion ~ who showed us
his drawings last night.” Bonomi folded the
paper, applied his wax seal, and handed it to a
runner with instructions as to where ke might
find Burton. Bonomi and Burton regularly
exchanged letters wherever they were. In them
they moaned about everything and everyone —
including Mr Sham, as they nicknamed
Champollion.

Now this is where the correspondence mentioned
by John Ruffle began, with a letter sent to me by
Michel Azim who asked if I could identify for
him the two Englishmen referred to in Bonomi’s
letter. One source suggested they were Lord
Prudhoe and Orlando Felix, who were then in
Egypt on a ‘political mission’ whatever that
means.

I wrote to John to ask whether the diaries of Lord
Prudhoe could help. Yes, he wrote back, Lord
Prudhoe and Orlando Felix were the two
Englishmen. But, the diary did not mention
Bonomi being there, or anyone being shown
drawings until early in the morning.

After a lot of research, it became clear Bonomi
was not there. We now know Champollion’s
collection of drawings were shown to him by
Gaetano Rosellini several days later, and that
soon afterwards Bonomi made a very poor job
explaining this in letters he sent to everyone he
knew, to the extent many imagined Bonomi
really kad been shown drawings by
Champollion. And this error became fact for 170
years until it was proved to be otherwise.

To figure out what happened on that one day in
history, Michel Azim, John Ruffle, Jason
Thompson and I exchanged 28 long letters as the
facts were batted back and forth like a game of
tennis. But it is in the very last letter written by
John Ruffle is where you find the reason I have
been telling you this. John proposed that if the
four of us had met at his house and brought our
research material, it would have taken one
weekend to find the answer to that single, but
important question. Instead it took a year.

And, John also suggested we could have enjoyed
some delicious food and drink, as was so often
the outcome of the serendipitous meetings of our
travellers, for nearly every night of the week it
appears to have been ‘party time’ somewhere
along the banks of the river Nile.

Which brings me back to ASTENE. Tonight it is
our ‘party time’ as we celebrate our 10™ or 12%,
or as I like to believe, our 178" Birthday.

And for that we have to thank Joseph Bonomi,
James Burton, Lord Prudhoe, Orlando Felix,
Jean Frangois Champollion, Gaetano Rossellini,
and all our other travellers who, unknown to
them, are the true creators of ASTENE.

Neil Cooke

WATER-BOTTLES {(KULLEus),

FORTHCOMING STUDY DAY:
HOLY MOUNTAINS OF THE
NEAR EAST

Our next Study Day at Rewley House, Oxford on
Saturday 5™ July considers the Holy Mountains
of the Near East.

Programme:
Introduction by Professor Malcolm Wagstaff
Stairways to Heaven

by Dr Trevor Curnow
Jebel Barkal: The Pure Mountain

by Jacke Phillips
The Road to Heaven: Medieval Pilgrims to Mt.
Zion

by Dr Peter Frankopan
The Thousand-and-One Churches: Explorations
by Gertrude Bell and William Ramsay

by Professor Stephen Hill
Colonel Leake on Mt Athos, 1807

by Professor Malcolm Wagstaff,

ASTENE AGM OXFORD
SATURDAY 5™ JULY

The Study Day will be followed by the ASTENE
AGM. Papers are included with the Bulletin.



VISIT TO THE GRIFFITH
INSTITUTE ON FRIDAY 4™ JULY
2008

For those coming to Oxford before the study day
there is a visit to the Griffith Institute on Friday
4" July 2008.

Dr Jaromir Malek has kindly agreed to show us
drawings and photographs related to the
ASTENE area held in the collections of the
Griffith Institute. He may be able to include
Charles Barry’s drawings of Egypt. Please meet
at the Sackler Library, 1 St John Street, Oxford
at 6.00 pm. This visit will be limited to 12
people, so do book early.

The visit will be followed by dinner at the
nearby Al Sharmi restaurant at 7.30 pm, open to
all,

Please phone Elisabeth Woodthorpe on 020 7622
3694 and leave a message for either or both
events.
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EGYPT TOUR AND CONFERENCE
14™.23*° NOVEMBER 2008

There has been great enthusiasm for the
dahabeeyah trip, and it is nearly booked-up.
However, there are some places still available.
The cost is around £1450 per person in a double
cabin, and £1575 for a single, with around £300
for flights from London. The tour begins with
two days in Luxor, staying on the West Bank,
sailing from Esna to Aswan — five nights — and
return to Cairo. On the final evening, Saturday
2ond November, there will be a conference
followed by dinner. There will be a call for
papers in the next Bulletin. We would be
delighted to see our Cairo members there.

If anyone else is interested in joining the tour
please contact Anthony Sattin direct at:
nile@sattin.co.uk and inform Elisabeth
Woodthorpe.

THE ASTENE SYRIA TOUR, FOLLOW-UP

There was a small surplus of US$295 from the
ASTENE Syria Tour last autumn: the Committee
decided that it would be donated to the McCabe
charity.

THE BRITISH INSTITUTE FOR THE
STUDY OF IRAQ

As many members will be aware, the British
Academy has recently cut its funding to a
number of organisations working in the
‘ASTENE region’, notably the Egypt
Exploration Society and the Society for Libyan
Studies. One of those hardest hit has been the
British School of Archaeology in Iraq (Gertrude
Bell Memorial) which was founded in1932.
After 75 years of work in Iraq, the School has
decided to change its name to The British
Institute for the Study of Iraq (Gertrude Bell
Memorial). Although the archaeology and
ancient languages of Iraq remain central to the
Institute’s remit, the change in name is to reflect
the broadening of its areas research in recent
years. Details of its activities, fund-raising
events, and publications can be found on
http://www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/iraq/ The
secretary is Joan Porter Maclver and the postal
address is BISI, The British Academy, 10,
Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AH.
Some forthcoming events which may be of
interest are listed below.

EXHIBITIONS,
CONFERENCES AND
TRAVEL

EXHIBITIONS

‘Pearls to Pyramids: British Visual Culture
and the Levant, 1660-1830. Yale Center for
British Art, New Haven, Connecticut,

The exhibition, which is currently showing at the
Yale Center, is complementary to the Orientalist
exhibition (see following notice) but
unfortunately, will not be coming to Britain. The
exhibition examines the development of British
trading interests in the Mediterranean and



introduces the geographical and historical
context of the Mediterranean trade with paintings
by Sir Peter Lely and the William van de Veldes
(father and son), and through early travel
accounts that expressed and inspired fascination
with Eastern societies. The impact of
commodities such as coffee and silk is examined
through prints, broadsides, and illustrated books.
Selections from the Center’s diverse holdings
reflect the burgeoning interest in the classical
and biblical sites of the Near and Middle East
that took hold in the eighteenth century,
including works by Benjamin West and J. M. W,
Turner to architectural drawings made on
scholarly expeditions. The exhibition concludes
with an examination of the increasingly
militaristic cast to the British presence in the
Levant in the nineteenth century, beginning with
visual responses to Admiral Nelson's victory
over Napoleon in Egypt.

“The Lure of the East: British Orientalist
Painting 1830-1925.> An exhibition organised
by Tate Britain in association with the Yale
Center for British Art, New Haven, Connecticut,
where it is currently on show (until 28" April
2008). The exhibition comes to Tate Britain 4%
June — 25" August 2008, and then goes to the
Pera Museum, Istanbul (October 2008-January
2009), and Sharjah Art Museum, United Arab
Emirates (February-April 2009).

This exhibition focuses on encounters between
nineteenth-century British artists and the people
and places of the Middle East. “The Lure of the
East’ includes approximately ninety paintings,
prints, and drawings that depict sites and subjects
of interest to British artists, including bazaars,
public baths, and domestic interiors. Exceptional
and rarely seen paintings by John Frederick
Lewis, Edward Lear, Sir David Wilkie, Richard
Dadd, William Holman Hunt, Stanley Spencer,
David Bomberg, and Frederic, Lord Leighton,
will be on view, as well as impressive works by
less familiar artists. The exhibition explores the
major genres, themes, and preoccupations of
Orientalist painting.

In previous large-scale exhibitions and
publications have explored the theme of
Orientalism in the visual arts, British art has
typically played a supporting role to that of other
countries. In contrast, this exhibition looks at the
unique British experience of the Orient during
significant moments of East-West contact and
considers how the traditions of British art were
developed in these contexts. It also addresses the

question of the interpretation of Orientalist
painting today, in the wake of Edward Said’s
profoundly influential book Orientalism (1978).

There is a fully illustrated catalogue.

“Brilliant Women: 18" Century Blue-
stockings’ National Portrait Gallery, London,
Porter Gallery 13" March-15% June 2008.

An exhibition examining and celebrating the
network of intellectual women of the mid-late
18" century. Some were travellers in the
ASTENE region; others part of the social and
intellectual network of such travellers.

‘Francis Frith’s Egypt’

The Royal Pump Room Museum, Harrogate is
currently hosting an exhibition of Francis Frith’s
photographic record of his travels in Egypt,
1856. The exhibition (opened 26™ January) runs
until 14™ September 2008.

http://www harrogate.gov.uk/harrogate-5231

‘Paintings of Lebanon.’

Tom Young writes about his forthcoming
exhibition, 'Resilient Spirit’, which focuses on
the landscape, history and people of Lebanon:
‘Most of the paintings will be about the sublime
beauty of the country; a selection of the work
will explore the more problematic aspects of the
country's past and present. I aim to express how
people there show remarkable spirit despite
precarious political conditions.’

The exhibition will be from June 4th - 21* at the
Indar Pasricha Gallery, 22 Connaught Street,
London W2 2 AF.

‘Delicacies from Cairo! The Egyptian
collection of the confectioner and coffee house
owner Achille Groppi (1890-1949).” At the
Museum August Kestner, Hannover, until the 4t
May 2008. From the 16™ October 2008-15" May
2009 the exhibition moves to the joint-organiser
in Basel: the Antikenmuseum Basel und
Sammlung Ludwig,

In 1890 the Swiss Patissier and Chocolatier
Giacomo Groppi (1863-1947) opened his first
private business in Alexandria. Although Groppi
soon made enough money to retire, he lost much
of his fortune in the financial crash of 1907. So,
in 1909, the company was re-established in Cairo
under the name ‘Maison Groppi’. In 1925
Giacomo and his son Achille Groppi (1890-
1949) opened the famous shop and coffee house
on Soliman Pasha Square (today Midan Talat
Harb) in the middle of Cairo. The House and



parts of the former interior of the cafe in the Art
Deco style have been preserved — and are no-
doubt well-known to ASTENE visitors to Cairo.
From the early 1920ies Achille Groppi acquired
a considerable number of ancient Egyptian
objects, many of mosaic glass from the
Ptolemaic Period (4™-1% Centuries BC).
Although some important pieces were sold — as
the ‘Per-Neb Collection’ — during the 1990ies at
Christie’s in London, the Groppi Collection is
still an outstanding collection of Egyptian small
objects. Many of the 160 objects in this
exhibition have never been shown in public
previously.

There is an exhibition catalogue by Christian E.
Loeben and André Wiese, Kostlichkeiten aus
Kairo! Die dgyptische Sammlung des
Konditorei- und Kaffee-haus-Besitzers Achille
Groppi (1890-1949). 179pp; 262 plates; price:
30.00 Euros.

‘From Gilgamesh to Zenobia: Ancient Arts
from the Near East and Iran.” A wide-range of
material highlighting the importance of the
region to the development of western culture.
Musées Royaux d’Art et d’Histoire, Brussels,
until 27 April.

‘Masterpieces of Islamic Art from the Aga
Khan Museum Collection.” With a wide range
of provenances, and spanning the 9% to 19®
centuries, the exhibition displays the skills of
artisans and artists throughout the Islamic world.
Museum Calouste Gulbenkian, Lisbon, until 18
May.

‘Babylon.” An exhibition that attempts to
examine both the ‘real” historical and
archaeological Babylon, and the mythic city.
One part of the exhibition focuses on the re-
discovery of Babylon from the 17% century to
today. Paris, Musée du Louvre, 14 March to 2
June 2008; then, Berlin, Museum of the Ancient
Near East, Pergamonmuseum, 26 June to 5
October 2008.

CONFERENCES, LECTURES AND
COURSES

‘Christianity in Iraq. A seminar day on the
Syriac Blble and its Heritage'in Iraq.’

Saturday 5% April 2008 at The Brunei Lecture
Theatre, School of Oriental and African Studies,
Thornhaugh St. Russell Square, London WC1H

4

0XG. This day is organised by the Dept for the
Study of Religions at SOAS along with the
British Institute for the Study of Iraq and The
Anglican and Eastern Churches Association. The
morning papers are: The Syriac Bible from
Ancient Codices to Electronic Versions; The
Interpretation of the Bible in the Syriac
Tradition; Syriac Bible Manuscripts in India and
the Syriac Bible in Central Asia. The afternoon
session investigates the challenges encountered
by Christianity in Iraq today. Further information
can be obtained from Dr Erica Hunter at SOAS:
eh9@soas.ac.uk or www.easternchristianity.com
(on-line registration).

‘The excavations of the Syrian-French
archaeological mission at Ashara-Terqa in
Syria’ a British Institute for the Study of Iraq
(BISI) lecture by Professor Olivier Rouault of
the Université Lumiére Lyon, Tuesday, 22™
April 2008 6 p.m. in the J.Z. Young Lecture
Theatre, Anatomy Building, University College
London, Gower Street WCIE 6BT.

‘From the Holy Mountain: A Journey in the
Shadow of Byzantium’ a lecture by William
Dalrymple in aid of the British Institute for the
Study of Iraq (BISI) Appeal. Thursday 19™ June
2008 at 6.30 BP Lecture Theatre, The British
Museum. This lecture is by ticket only: £15.00,
with concessions for BM Friends and BISI
members (£10.00). Please contact the BISI
Administrator, Joan Porter Maclver, e-mail:
bisi@britac.ac.uk or at the postal address above.

‘Discovering Mesopotamia: a History of
Assyriology.” A new 11-week course with Dr
Mariana Giovino at Birkbeck College, London
(Wednesday evenings 16 April-25 June 2008
6.30-8.30 pm). The course examines the study of
ancient Iraq by European scholars during the 18"
and 19" centuries; by archaeology, decipherment
of cuneiform and interpretation of art. Further
information:
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/ce/archaeology/ancient_ne
ar_ecast.html e-mail: archacology@fce.bbk.ac.uk

Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology,
UCL, Events Spring 2008

There are Museum gallery tours and talks on
Wednesday at 3 pm and Saturday at 11 am. The
Museum website (www.petrie.ucl.ac.uk) gives
details.

Some specific events are listed following, for
more information on the wide-range of events
hosted by the Petrie Museum, contact Debbie
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Challis, d.challis@ucl.ac.uk or on 020 7679
4138.

Look like an Egyptian: Roman Portraits from
Hawara A joint study day between the National
Portrait Gallery (NPG) and the Petrie Museum.
This will look at the Roman period portraits from
Egypt. Moming NPG, afternoon Petrie Museum.
Saturday 29™ March: 10.30-4.00. Book through
the NPG, 020 7306 0055 and ask for Course and
Study Day bookings. £30 / £20.

Swashbuckling Archaeology. To mark the
release of the new Indiana Jones film, the Petrie
Museum has organised the screening of previous
incarnations of archaeologists on film — from a
documentary on Flinders Petrie to the horrors of
the Mummies. Thursdays 1/ 8 /15 May, 6-9 pm,
Institute of Archaeology, Gordon Square
London. Free — just turn up!

Plants of the Mediterranean.

A conference to be held in Exeter on May 9-
10 2008 in Conference Room 1, Xfi Centre,
Streatham Court

The aim of this conference, organised by
Professor John Wilkins and the Centre for
Mediterranean Studies, University of Exeter, is
to explore the dissemination of knowledge about
plants outside the strict academic boundaries of
Botany. The conference is confined to the plants
of the Mediterranean, whether native or
introduced species. An international line-up of
speakers will talk on diverse subjects, those
proposed include: popular remedies in
Theophrastus; Galen and the Syriac tradition; the
plants of the Babylonian tablets; food and
perfume Plants in Antiquity; the Tree of
Knowledge; and Dioscorides. Further
information from: Professor John Wilkins email:
j-m.wilkins@ex.ac.uk

‘Palestine, Britain and Empire: 1841 — 1948,
Conference at King’s College, London, 14 and
15 May 2008.

A two-day public conference to mark the 60th
anniversary of the British withdrawal from the
Palestine mandate, held at King’s College
London. Wednesday 14" & Thursday 15" May
2008. ’

The conference brings together senior scholars
and younger historians exploring new
approaches to the long-standing connection
between Britain and Palestine up to May 1948.
In the context of imperial power and a highly
complex Palestinian society such themes as

£l

religion, mandatory administration, economic
development, insurgency and counter-
insurgency, art and culture, and decolonization
will be considered. Drawing upon the extensive
oral, photographic and document collections of
the British Empire & Commonwealth Museum,
extraordinary personal testimonies will also be
presented. A wide range of perspectives and
interpretations will thus be brought to bear on the
background to one of the most intractable
problems in the post-imperial age and also at the
same time illuminate wider themes in imperial
history.

Venue: King’s College London (Strand Site). All
sessions will take place in the Edmund J. Safra
Lecture Theatre. Cloakroom and registration in
South Range 5 (ground floor, main building).
The conference is organised by the British
Empire & Commonwealth Museum and King’s
College London. Kindly supported by the MBI
Al Jaber Foundation. For further information
please contact: Marylyn Whaymand:
mwhaymand@mbifoundation.com.

Egypt Exploration Society Annual
Conference. ‘The Kingdom of Osiris: aspects
of Egyptian funerary archaeology.’ Saturday
21 and Sunday 22 June 2008. The Brunei
Gallery Lecture Theatre, SOAS (School of
Oriental and African Studies), Thornhaugh
Street, Russell Square London WC1H 0XG.
There will be a wide-range of papers including:
new excavations at Dayr el-Barsha and the
Valley of the Kings, rituals, Abydos, Tanis, and
scientific studies on disease. The conference
ends with Caroline Simpson talking about ‘The
Theban West Bank since “antiquity’”’. £60 (EES
members) £75 (non-members). E-mail:
contact@ees.ac.uk Website: ees.ac.uk Phone:
020 7242 1880.

Egypt Exploration Society Cairo Lectures and
field visits. Lectures are held in the auditorium at
the British Council. For details contact Mrs
Faten Saleh, EES Cairo Office, c/o British
Council, 192 Sharia el-Nil, Agouza, Cairo.
Phone + 20 (0)2 3001 1886 e-mail:
ees.cairo@pbritishcouncil.org.eg

‘The 2008 Guif Studies Conference’, Exeter 1-
4 July 2008

An interdisciplinary conference on the Guif
region (Arabia, Iran, Iraq), commemorating 30
years of Gulf Studies at Exeter. To be held at the
Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies, University
of Exeter, England. For more information, please



see the conference poster

(http://www .huss.ex.ac.uk/iais/downloads/2008 _
Gulf conference poster.pdf or email the
Conference Convener Dr James Onley
(J.Onley@exeter.ac.uk).

BOOKS ETC.

Le Nil. Egypte et Nubie. Maxime Du Camp.
Critical edition, with preface, notes and
bibliography by Véronique Magri-Mourgues,
Les éditions Palimpseste. 388 pp.; price: 22
Euros.

http://www.editions-palimpseste.com

A reprint of the 1852 classic, with critical notes
etc. Maxime Du Camp, aged 27 and Gustave
Flaubert, aged 28, left Paris on 29" October 1849
for Egypt where they spent eight months before
continuing through the Near East Greece and
Italy, returning to France in 1851. Maxime Du
Camp had an official mission from the Académie
des Inscriptions et belles-lettres: to take
photographs of the sites and landscape (168
photographs are conserved at the BNF). His
notes are a series of letters written to Théophile
Gautier. As well as accounts of monuments Du
Camp recounts various discomforts of the travels
in a mixture of journalistic reportage and
romantic sensibility.

The Magnificent Flora Graeca, How the
Mediterranean Came to the English Garden.
Stephen Harris. 200 pages, Hlustrations
Hardback, RRP £35.00, Bodleian
Library/University of Oxford 13 Digit ISBN
9781851243068

“The Flora Graeca” is one of the most
extraordinary botanical publications of all time.
The spectacular quality of the botanical
illustrations, the size of the publication (10
double folio volumes), its cost on publication
(over GBP 620 in 1830) and the lengths to
which people went to see it all added to the
Flora’s reputation. Indeed, there were so few
copies of the first printing — just 25 — that some
people were sceptical that the book existed!
This book summarizes the story of the Flora
Graeca enterprise, profiling the leading
characters, John Sibthorp and his celebrated
illustrator Ferdinand Bauer, and charting their
eastern Mediterranean adventures; the
scientific and artistic aspects of the publication
and its printing history. It also looks at the

horticultural legacy of Sibthorp’s voyages and
the plants he brought back to England, such as
Crocus flavus ssp. flavus collected in Turkey,
now popular in its own right as one of the
parents of a popular garden hybrid, 'Golden
Yellow', and Cyclamen persicum collected in
Cyprus, now one of the most widely grown
autumn-flowering species and the parent of
many of the garden cyclamens. Heavily
illustrated, the book brings together images of
Sibthorp’s specimens (looking remarkably
fresh after 180 years) and illustrations from the
original watercolours and the engravings
preserved in Oxford.

The Egypt Exploration Society - the early
years. Edited by Patricia Spencer. London:
Egypt Exploration Society, Occasional
Publication 16. 2007 Price £22 (EES
members: £18). ISBN 0 85698 169 9

A volume issued to celebrate the 125"
Anniversary of the EES, based on the extensive
archive held by the Society. Many of the
illustrations (altogether around 200) have not
been published previously. They include
watercolours by Howard Carter as well as
photographs. The text is by a range of authors,
some of whom work on sites, or in areas, that
were excavated by the Society in its early
years. The years covered by this volume are
1883 to 1915, a period dominated by Flinders
Petrie, Eduard Naville, Howard Carter, and
Norman de Garis Davies. The work discussed
is both excavation and epigraphy.

Julie Hankey, A Passion for Egypt. Arthur
Weigall, Tutankhamun and the ‘Curse of the
Pharaohs.’ 1.B.Tauris 2007

Julie Hankey’s biography of her grandfather,
the Egyptologist, journalist and playwright,
Arthur Weigall, is now available in paperback.

TRAVEL BOOK FAIRS

Travel and Exploration Book Fair. Sunday 6™
April, Royal Geographical Society, 1
Kensington Gore, SW7 2 AR.

Admission is free for Royal Geographical
Society members, £2 for all others. The fair is
open from 11am until Spm.



There are PBFA monthly Book Fairs at the
Holiday Inn Coram Street, London WCIN
IHT: Sunday 13" April; Sunday 11% May;
Sunday 13® July; Sunday 10* August; Sunday
14% September. On Sunday 1* June the Fair is
at the Hotel Russell, Russell Square WCIB
SBE. All fairs are open from Noon — 6pm,
entry free. Both locations are close to Russell
Square Underground Station. www.pbfa.org

RECENT SALE: THE
WAYNMAN DIXON ARCHIVE

Patricia Usick drew my attention to the sale of an
archive at the auctioneers Hampton and
Littlewood in Exeter on 30™ January 2008.
Thanks to the auctioneers I was able to have a
close inspection of the archive before it was
dispersed. Clearly for ASTENE members
archives such as this are a vital research tool.
Their sale and dispersal is inevitable, and not all
can enter public collections of archives, but at
least a notice of what they contained is valuable.

Waynman Dixon (1844-1930) was a Civil
Engineer who played a significant role in the
transport of Cleopatra’s Needle from Alexandria
to London in 1877. He receives a short entry in
Who Was Who in Egyptology (3 edn, ed.,
Morris Bierbrier 1995: 125-6) for this, and his
earlier investigations of the Great Pyramid at
Giza. In September 1872, the renowned Charles
Piazzi Smyth, Astronomer Royal of Scotland and
arch-pyramidiot, asked Dixon to undertake some
casual exploration inside the Great Pyramid
(some years before Flinders Petrie). As a result,
Dixon along with a friend, Dr. Grant and his
carpenter ‘man-of-all-work’, Bill Grundy,
discovered the openings of the two shafts on the
south and north walls of the Queen’s Chamber.
In the horizontal section of the shafts that leads
into the chamber, Dixon found three small
artefacts that, via his brother John Dixon, came
back to England, and eventually (through John’s
great-granddaughter) found their way into the
British Museum collections in 1970,

The archive up for sale was divided into twenty
separate fots, including groups of photographs,
watercolours, letters and a journal, with a couple
of canopic jar heads and some other material.
Most of the photographs are by well-documented
professionals, and some are represented in the
collections of, for example, the Griffith Institute
and The Egypt Exploration Society. Those in the

Dixon auction included a couple of sets of A.
Borgiotti’s official photographs of Cleopatra’s
Needle and the preparations for its voyage,
encased in the well-known cigar-shaped tube. A
number of these photographs include Dixon
himself and his brother John. As a complement
to these, were 12 albumen photographs with the
photographer’s stamp of Auguste Xuereff,
Alexandria, showing the Obelisk that was
transported to New York two years later.

Two further collections of photographs were sets
of studio portraits or arranged images of ‘ethnic
types’ and scenes of ‘Arab life’ typical of the
period (the 1870ies). The ‘Types Et Paysages
D’Algerie: Scénes De La Vie Arabe’ by Eugene
Michel show people at prayer, rug makers, a
cemetery, working in the villages and fields, and
preparing the bride. A similar group (studio
portraits) was taken by O. Schoefft in Cairo.

A large collection of loose photographs, some
carrying the name of the well-known
photographer, Beato, show views of Egypt, the
Nile, Suez, the pyramids: of particular interest I
noted a view of the West Bank at Luxor from
Medinet Habu towards the Ramesseum, taken
during the inundation.

Three Lots were watercolours by Dixon himself,
some showing his camp at Berbereh (1877), with
various views of Egypt, and others from various
holidays in Norway, England and elsewhere. It
has to be said that his abilities were rather
modest, although he was quite good at camels.

Amongst the most important items was the
collection of twenty-seven letters from
Waynman Dixon while in Egypt between 1872
and 1876 back home to his family in England.
The correspondence traces the young engineer’s
life and work in Egypt over a period four years,
and is written from various addresses such as
Gizeh Bridge Works (he was employed to build
a Nile bridge), Shepheard’s Hotel Cairo, on
board the dahabeeyah ‘Griffin’, Hotel Abbot
Alexandria, and Kom-Ed-Dikkeh Alexandria.

Letters to his ‘dear Mama’ detail Dixon’s most
important activities from the Egyptological
perspective: his work in the Great Pyramid at
Giza. He writes ‘giving account of my discovery
in the Great Pyramid from which you will see
my labours have not been in vain for I have
found two new passages leading I don’t know
where as yet, but by doing so and no more have



made great advance in Pyramid Science and
immortalised my name in this everlasting stone
mystery.” Dixon appears to have been of
religious persuasion and pyramidiot inclination
(or the other way around).

The letters were edited by Dixon later: there are
plenty of blue-pencillings — so were presumably
being prepared for publication. In one case that [
noted, he deleted the personal name (Mr Morrit)
of someone he met at Aswan, inserting
‘gentleman’ in its place: an reminder of how
archives can supplement edited and published
accounts.

Another Lot belonged to later in Dixon’s career,
after his return to England. Most of these letters
relate to his work with St John’s Ambulance.
They constitute a weird miscellany, largely
letters in appalling scrawl from various Bishops
and Lord and Lady Zetland responding to
invitations to lecture. One Bishop refused
because ‘I am consecrating a church on that
evening’ — which has to be one of the best
excuses for turning down an invitation; alas, one
we cannot all use. By far the most extraordinary
is a copy of a letter from General Gordon at
Khartoum refusing, in the weariest way, a
request from Dixon to acquire a fish. He states
that he has already sent one to someone else, and
people don’t realise the effort and inconvenience
it involves him in! This is bizarre by any
standards, a classic case of entering someone
else’s correspondence without knowing what on
earth is going on; but I would dearly love to
know what sort of fish could cause such desire
and anguish.

There were also two very detailed plans of the
pyramid passages (not the air shafts) ink,
heightened with watercolour, signed and dated
Cairo 21/6/73. They had been folded for many
years and are now rather fragile. The plans are of
the first ascending passage, showing the West
and East wall in elevation with roof and floor in
sections.

“The Great Pyramid — its history, construction
and purpose’ by Waynman Dixon, dated Janpary
1879, is a manuscript account, written on 22
folio sheets. It is the text and'notes for a series of
lectures given to various scientific and literary
institutes in the North East of England in 1879.
This contains his account of the discoveries in
the Great Pyramid ..... 'I pitched my camp on the
Nile, within sight and one might almost say
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under the shadow of the Great Pyramid.....
Researches which were rewarded by discovery
of many new features and the revealing of
secrets of its construction, which had remained
unknown for the four thousand or more years
since its erection.’

This manuscript begins with ancient sources
such as Herodotus, then moves to Piazzi Smyth,
and then on to his own work. The earlier part is
quite detailed and narrative, the later part is
rather more ‘notes’: it gives the impression of a
prepared lecture (perhaps with lantern slides)
that was written with the sources detailed and
simpler prompts for his own work.

‘Cleopatra’s Needle’ — a four-page manuscript
account in pencil by Waynman Dixon
recalling his involvement as resident engineer in
preparing and shipping Cleoptra’s Needle to
England; together with a four-page manuscript
letter, describing and illustrating the American
method of removing the sister obelisk. This
formed one Lot together with ‘By Camel to the
New Petrified Forest’, an eight-page manuscript
account of an expedition undertaken by Dixon
with Dr. Grant, dated Nov 29" 1872. With these,
three manuscript letters concern the removal and
restoration of antiquities from Egypt 1872-73:
one from the Museum of Science and Art,
Edinburgh states ‘You will be glad to hear that
we have so completely restored all the busts that
no evidence is left of the injuries. I found on
examination that the terribly mutilated Osiris and
two of the others were made of plaster ....> Oh
dear!

Robert Morkot

Giza Pyramids (not by Waynman Dixon)
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NOTES, QUERIES AND
REPLIES

A Portrait of Leo Africanus?

Deb Manley draws our attention to an article by
Tom Verde in the Saudi Aramco Magazine
Jan/Feb 2008. This asks whether a painting by
Sebastiano del Piombo in the Washington
National Gallery usually titled ‘Portrait of a
Humanist’ actually depicts Al Hassan ibn
Muhammad al-Wazzan al-Fassi — ‘Leo
Africanus’. The portrait was painted in Rome in
1520 and shows a bearded man in dark robes
with books and a globe in the background.

A summary appears on the Saudi Aramco
website.

QUERIES

Anyone can place a query in the Bulletin by
sending it to the Editor. These are placed on the
ASTENE web-site. However, replies are only
published in the Bulletin and not on the web-site.
Sometimes replies still come in months or even
years after their first publication.

Charles Perry MD (d.1780)

Brian Taylor writes:

I would be grateful for any information on the

following:

i. Date of birth: an often-cited 1698 date belongs
to another Dr Charles Perry.

ii. Date of death and burial: usually quoted as
1780 and the east end of the nave of Norwich
Cathedral. However, there is no obituary
notice for him in the Mercury for 1780 and
there is no reference to him in the cathedral’s
register of burials. Perhaps a worn gravestone
is the only clue.

iii. Was he ever in the employ of the Levant
Company? and if so where and when?
However, no register of Levant Company
medical Officers seems to have survived.

iv. Was the above-mentioned Dr Charles Perry
(d. 1780) the same one known to be in
Constantinople in 17367

v. When abroad, did Dr Perry (who dedicates his
book to John Montagu, 4™ Eark of Sandwich)
ever meet and/or travel with the Earl? And if
50, when and where to?

Please reply to the Editor.

Who hired out the dahabeeyahs in 18467
Who was “the old American merchant” who

hired out boats at Bulak to travellers, including
Harriet Martineau in 1846 — who reported that
his finger “was graced by a magnificent diamond
ring”?

Please reply to the Editor.

Things Seen In Egypt

Deb Manley writes:

Mrs E.L. Butcher, wife of the Dean of the
Anglican Cathedral, Cairo published with Seeley
Service, London in 1914 a book in the series of
Things Seen in .... a book about Egypt, where she
had lived and travelled for several years. She is
the only person I have read who records the great
opium poppies grown along the Nile in Upper
Egypt at that time:

‘As they lift their heads upon the bank, and
the strong sunlight strikes upon them, they
are like coloured flames against the deep
blue of the sky. The whole country for miles
along the river is radiant with them — great
chalices of sleep, rose-coloured and lilac and
pure white... But even at this stage their
beauty is baneful; it is not wise to gather
them, and their drowsy influence steals
through the air even across the river. Well
may the Egyptian call the flower “the father
of sleep™.” (pp. 216-7)

Has any reader seen other comment on these

poppies?
Please reply to the Editor.

Osman Effendi

Briony Llewellyn has sent the following section

from one of David Roberts’s letters:
‘... having taken up my residence in a house
of an Old Renagade Scotchman called
Osman Effendi — what his Scottish name
was I have not been able to learn. The poor
old fellow died about a year ago and with
the exception of his being a Mahomedan, he
bore a most excellent character as every
Scotchman ought was the confidential
servant and interpreter to The late Consul
Mr Salt and the intimate friend of the
celebrated traveller Burckhardt, another
renagade.’

The letter was written by David Roberts to D.R.

Hay, from Cairo, January 4th 1839; it is in the
National Library of Scotland.
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REPLIES

‘Pompey’s Pillar’ in Istanbul.

A few months ago, Lucy Pollard enquired
whether anyone knew if the so-called ‘Pompey’s
pillar’, seen by 17thc travellers to the Bosphorus,
still existed. Lisa French referred her to Freely
and Sumner-Boyd’s Strolling through Istanbul,
in the 2003 edition of which (p 435) it states that
“The column itself with its Corinthian capital
toppled down in April 1680...". However, the
column was seen still standing on the base in
1686 by Ellis Veryard (Account of divers

choice remarks..., 1701, p 346). As yet Lucy has
been unable to find a reference for the April
1680 date: can any other ASTENE member
throw any light on this?

Please reply to the Editor.

Simoon and Khamsiin.

In response to the description by Benjamin
Disraeli quoted in Footprints in Bulletin 34 p.16,
John Rodenbeck writes:

“Do such simoon still occur in Egypt? Has any
reader seen one?” I’ll bet you get lots of answers
to these two questions, all of them “Yes!” The
English words simoom/simoon are corruptions of
the Arabic samuum, meaning “simoom,” a hot
wind that produces sandstorms. It apparently
comes from a root meaning ‘poison’ or
‘poisonous’ and is occasionally used in Egypt ~
where other forms derived from the same root
have connotations such as ‘unbearably boring’ or
‘simply ghastly’ and can be applied to behaviour
— to refer to sandstorms.

Far more common in Egypt, however, are the
words khamsiin or khamasiin, meaning ‘fifty’, in
reference to the period of roughly 50 days
between late February and mid-April when the
hot winds and sandstorm are most likely to
strike. The OED (Second Edition) quotes George
R. Rumney, Climatology and the World’s
Climates (London: Collier-Macmillan Limited,
1968), p, 254.: “The sirocco is known as the
khamsin in Egypt, leveche in southeastern Spain,
... garbi in the Aegean, samoon in Algeria, sahat
in Morocco, and gibli in Libya.’

Everyone who has ever lived in Cairo has
endured many a khamsin. Disraeli may
exaggerate—characteristically—but the pattern is
right: a sudden rise in temperature, high wind,
sand and dust everywhere. These conditions may
last up to three days.
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In Egypt during a khamsin major roads may be
closed. Men certainly don’t get buried in earth
though, as Disraeli claims, and most Nile sailors
are too canny and weather-wise to lose their sails
or to capsize: boats are felucca-rigged, which
means that sails can be furled in a trice, and hulls
are very heavy. The beached dakabiyya in the
excellent engraving printed immediately below
the Bulletin's queries has clearly not been blown
ashore: it has been careened for work on the hull.

Christina Erck, writing from Tunisia, adds to
this:

The most horrific I watched, was in the 90s in
Cairo itself. It was apocalyptic: in few minutes,
the sky turned from yellow — sign for upcoming
sandstorm - to black, but with red behind, like a
hidden fire. Then the real storm began. Only for
a very short time, a few minutes or even only
seconds, hurling even big bill boards through the
air, shattering windows and walls. In seconds the
crowded streets were empty, everybody hiding.
When the “simoon” had passed, there was a total
silence, something you never have in Cairo.

RESEARCH RESOURCES
ASTENE CONFERENCE PAPERS

Abstracts of papers delivered at past conferences
are now posted in the Research Resources page
of the website. The password is now simply
ASTENE: instructions are on the page.



LEIGHTON HOUSE

Janet Rady draws our attention to the Leighton
House website:
http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/leightonarabhall/links.ht
mi

EARLY TRAVEL BOOKS

The full text of many books valuable for
ASTENE research, and otherwise only available
in specialist libraries, can be found through:
Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO).
http://galenet.galegroup.com/serviet ECCO

The web-site tells us that: ECCO is the most
ambitious single digitisation project ever
undertaken and has resulted in a online library of
over 138,000 titles and editions (over 155,000
volumes), published between 1701 and 1800,
and printed in English-speaking countries, or
countries under British colonial rule, but also
items in English printed elsewhere and items
with false imprints purporting to have been
printed in English-speaking countries. The
majority of works in ECCO are in the English
language but there are also works printed in
Dutch, French, German, Italian, Latin, Spanish
and Welsh.

ECCO requires subscription, although those who
work for academic institutions may be able to
access the site free.

The Gentleman’s Magazine.

Most researchers will have had cause to use The
Gentleman’s Magazine, which is a valuable
source of genealogical and biographical
information for the 18" and first half of the 19®
centuries. The Gentleman’s Magazine was
published from 1731 as a monthly periodical
which contained a range of material compiled
from other sources. Annual indices were
produced and there are others which cover longer
periods. It is useful as a source for births
marriages and deaths of the middle and upper
classes, with lengthier obituaries for notable
individuals. As a London-based publication, it
has an inevitable bias. There are also many
articles related to Egypt and the countries of the
Ottoman Empire. In the earlier years these
focused on issues raised by classical or biblical
sources, but also early travellers. By the end of
the 18 century and into the 19%, the range

@

became far wider: there were reviews of many
travellers’ accounts (eg John Fuller 1830 June
v0l.100.1, 533-5). The Gentleman’s Magazine is
generally available in larger public and private
libraries. An example of its utility can be found
here (p. 16) on finding Henry Foskett. As yet,
only the earlier volumes are available via the
internet: those from 1731-1750 can be accessed
via www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/ilej/

WHERE ARE THEY BURIED?

Lawrence of Arabia.
Elisabeth Woodthorpe writes:

T.E. Lawrence (1888-1935) is buried in the
village cemetery at Moreton in Dorset near his
home at Clouds Hill, Wareham. It is a simple
grave, well-signposted. Whilst there, be sure to
look in on the village church of St Nicholas just
up the road and glory in the beautiful engraved
glass windows which are the work of Laurence
Whistler. Personally I enjoy them most in the
morning light, but whatever the time of day do
visit.

Clouds Hill, Wareham, Dorset BH20 7NQ is
now managed by the National Trust. This year it
is open 20 Mar-26 Oct Thursday-Sunday 12-5.
Closes at dusk if earlier; no electric light. Open
Bank Holiday Mondays.

The National Trust Book says: ‘This tiny
isolated brick and tile cottage in the heart of
Dorset was the peaceful retreat of Lawrence. The
austere rooms are much as he left them and
reflect his complex personality and close links
with the Middle East, as detailed in a fascinating
exhibition. 2008 — New trail through the
rhododendrons to picnic spot on top of the hill.”

Captain Henry Foskett

Foskett, who left many graffiti (see article on
p.16), and is mentioned by John Fuller, whom he
met and travelled with (along with Pearce) in
Nubia in 1819, was buried in Bunhill Fields
Cemetery in London 15 December 1853.

Bunhill Fields was favoured by dissenters (John
Bunyan for example). Today, it is a rather
pleasant oasis shaded by tall trees and popular as
a lunching spot. It lies between Bunhill Row and
City Road, parallel roads that both run up to Old
Street (which is the nearest Underground
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station). The splendid parish church of St Luke’s
Old Street is not far off (and the Society of
Genealogists is also nearby). There are many
graves, although these are in railed sectors;
access to see specific tombs is possible by
appointment. Foskett’s family lived close by, in
Finsbury Square. The family vault of Foskett’s
Nubian travelling companion, John Fuller (also
of dissenting background) was also in Bunhill
Fields.

A PERFORMER ON THE KEMENGEH.

ARTICLES

WHAT THE GUIDEBOOKS DON’T
TELL YOU: LEECHES IN
HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL.

I think that Hezekiah’s tunnel in Jerusalem is
now closed to visitors. But on the 9® of March
1967 I waded the length of it from the Gihon
Spring to the Pool of Siloam with the then
Bishop of Bath (appropriately). It took 40
minutes and when we found that the steel exit
grill was locked I became quite claustrophobic at
the thought of re-entering the tunnel with our
candles and wading back for another 40 minutes.
Moreover I was sure I'd seen in the gloom a
leech on the wall and could feel them around my
bare legs as we waited to leave. I did not mention
them to the others in the group lest it caused a
panic.

At that time, just before the unexpected 6-day

war, the tunnel was wholly within the Kingdom
of Jordan. The conduit had been hacked through

14

the rock from each end to join in the middle,
according to a contemporary Hebrew inscription
(now in Istanbul). It was a remarkable feat of
engineering at the time when Sennacherib’s
Assyrian army were pressing on Jerusalem in
701 BC (see 2 Kings 20:20 & 2 Chronicles
32:30) and Hezekiah needed to ensure a water
supply for the city which was about to be
besieged. I entered this high, wide tunnel, but as
we neared the middle the height lowered so
much that I had to lean forward and the width
narrowed to less that 2 feet. Evidently the
workers speeded their progress by reducing their
work as the Sennacherib advanced towards
Jerusalem.

After the much later 6-day war, east Jerusalem
was occupied by Israeli forces and was soon
incorporated into the State of Israel. Thirty one
years later, on 31 March 1998, I returned to the
Pool of Siloam by walking down the path past
Kathleen Kenyon’s excavations and Warren’s
shaft. Surprisingly, nobody was at the pool and
the water was as clear as crystal in which
numerous large leeches were visible. Vindication
at last! No guidebook I’ve read a mentions
leeches. Has anyone else come across them in
life or in literature on Hezekiah’s tunnel?
(You may wonder whether we escaped from the
tunnel in 1967. Thankfully someone found the
key to the gate at the Pool of Siloam).

F. Nigel Hepper

SOME 18™ CENTURY
TRAVELLERS IN EGYPT AND
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE:
AARON HILL AND JAMES
CAULFIELD, LORD
CHARLEMONT.

The following letter (published without the name
of the author) appeared in The Salisbury And
Winchester Journal and General Advertiser of
Wilts, Hants, Dorset, and Somerset. Printed by
and for Benjamin Charles Collins, on the Canal,
Salisbury on Monday, February 28th, 1785.

‘To the PRINTER, &c.

‘Sir: The following anecdote may be serviceable
to travellers, who are very curious in inspecting
the curiosities in barbarous nations, — The
Celebrated Aaron Hill, when in Egypt, had the
curiosity to examine a catacomb; he was
accompanied in his expedition by two other



gentlemen, and conducted by a guide (one of the
natives of the country). They at length arrived at
the spot, and without taking notice of some
fellows who were sauntering about the place,
they descended, by ropes, into the vault. No
sooner were they let down, than they were
presented with a spectacte which struck them
with horror; two gentlemen, apparently starved
to death, lay before them. One of these unhappy
victims had a tablet in his hand, on which was
written, in pathetic language, the story of their
lamentable fate; it seems they were brothers, of
rank and family in Venice, and having, in the
course of their travels, entrusted themselves with
one of the natives, for the purpose of visiting the
inside of the catacomb, the perfidious villain had
left them there to perish. The danger to which
Mr. Hill and his friends were exposed, instantly
alarmed them: they had scarce read the shocking
tale, when, looking up, they beheld their
inhuman guide, assisted by two others, whom
they had seen near the spot, closing the entrance
into the vault. They were now reduced to the
utmost distress; however, they drew their
swords, and were determined to make some
desperate effort, to rescue themselves from a
scene so truly dreadful. With this resolution, they
were groping about at random in the dark, when
they were startled at the groans of some one
seemingly in the agonies of death; they attended

to the dismal sound, and at length, by means of a »

glimmering light from the top of the catacomb,
they saw a man just murdered; and a little
beyond they discovered his inhuman murderers,
flying with the utmost precipitation. They
pursued them immediately, and though they
were not able to come up with them, they
however had the good fortune to reach the
opening, through which these wretches escaped
out of the cavern, before they had time to roll the
stone on the top of it. -Thus, Mr. Hill, and his
friends, were, by a miracle saved.’

The incident is an abbreviated version of the
narrative of a visit to the ‘catacombs’ 15 miles
‘south of Memphis’ recounted by Aaron Hill in
A full and just account of the present state of the
Ottoman empire in all its branches: with the
government, and policy, religion, customs, and
way of living of the Turks, in general. ... By
Aaron Hill, ... London, 1709 which was reprinted
1710, 1733 and 1740. Hill actually identifies the
murdered Italians, not as Venetian, but as
Lorenzo and Ferdinando Bonavoglia of Pisa, and
their date of death as June 18" 1701. The full
text of Aaron Hill’s book (in all editions) is

available through Eighteenth Century
Collections Online.
http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/ ECCO

S R RN )

. Tomb at Sakiara, arched with stone, of the time of Psammitichus, or Psamatik, IE,
" wbog nane veeurs on the rz’mf to the left, and in otber ploces, ’

Aaron Hill (1685-1750) was a dramatist, poet
and theatrical impresario who worked with
Handel, amongst others. He does not figure in
Who was who in Egyptology and I find no one
claiming interest in him on the ASTENE
research pages. There is a recent biography of
Hill by Christine Gerrard: Aaron Hill : the
muses’ projector, 1685-1750. Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 2003.

Quite why anyone should have sent this dire
warning to a provincial newspaper in 1785 is a
mystery; any suggestions welcome!

The above newspaper entry turned up — as things
so frequently do — whilst searching for
something totally unrelated. Another act of
serendipity (idling in the Library, rather than in
my office) drew me to another traveller who
does not appear in Who was who in Egyptology
or on the ASTENE research pages, James
Caulfield, Lord Charlemont. I was familiar with
Charlemont through his Italian travels, and the
splendid portrait by Batoni, and also vaguely
aware of his Ottoman journey, but had never
investigated further. This was changed by
finding The Travels of Lord Charlemont in
Greece and Turkey, 1749, edited by W.B.
Stanford and E.J. Finopoulos, published by
Trigraph, London for the A.G. Leventis
Foundation, 1984.
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The young Irish peer, James Caulfield, 4"
Viscount Charlemont (1728-99) set out on the
Grand Tour in 1746 aged 18, accompanied by
his tutor, Edward Murphy. Whilst at The Hague
he met the notorious 4% Earl of Sandwich, who
had visited the east some eight years previously,
and at Turin (in 1748, speed was not important to
him) he got to know the philosopher David
Hume.

Following six months in Rome and Naples,
Charlemont prepared to sail to the eastern
Mediterranean in April 1749, chartering a French
frigate that had been captured by the British.
Two more Irishmen joined Charlemont for the
expedition: Francis Pierpoint Burton (later Baron
Conyngham) and his friend Alexander Scott.
They also met — but did join up with — the Robert
Wood, also traveling to the east.

These ‘travellers for curiosity’ sailed from
Livorno in April, acquiring the artist Richard
Dalton (1715-91) at Malta. They visited many of
the Aegean islands, parts of mainland Greece
(before Athenian Stuart and Revett), Istanbul and
Egypt. Dalton made drawings of the sculptures
of the Mausoleum at Bodrum (Halicarnassus)
and of monuments in Athens. Although not of
the highest quality these are of great interest and
significance and some were published in editions
between 1752 and 1791 (Antiquities and Views
in Greece and Egypt with Manners and Customs
of the Inhabitants from Drawings made on the
Spot, AD 1749: London 1791).

Charlemont’s journal, which he later edited and
added to was never published. Although there
are references to Egypt and his time there, the
Jjournal covering the visit does not seem to
survive.

Charlemont returned to Italy and spent more time
Rome where he was splendidly portrayed by
Pompeo Batoni as a slightly plump, saturnine,
young man, with the Colosseum in the
background. Travelling back through France
(1754) he eventually arrived back in Dublin in
1755 where he took his seat in the Irish House of
Lords, and an active role in politics. He was
elected a member of the Society of Dilettanti in
1756. ‘The most public-spirited, and at the same
time the best-natured and best-bred man in
Iretand’, as Edmund Burke described him, was
instrumental in the foundation of the Royal Irish
Academy, becoming its first President in 1785.
His Viscountcy (which he had inherited as a
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child) was elevated to an Earldom in 1763. He
gave a couple of papers on classical subjects, but
although he appears to have intended to publish
his journals, never did. Samuel Johnson observed
that Charlemont only once talked about the
experiences and sights of his youthful travels
‘and that was of a large serpent in one of the
pyramids of Egypt.’

Although Charlemont was classically educated,
and makes many observations on the monuments
he saw, the published journals are most
interesting for their accounts of costume and
society, and the relationship between Greeks and
Turks. Charlemont is not typical of his time in
his attitudes towards the Turks contrary to that of
many of his contemporaries

Brian Taylor reminded me of the study by
Cynthia O’Connor, The Pleasing Hours: the
Grand Tour of James Caulfield, 1st Earl of
Charlemont, Cork, Collins Press, 1999.

Robert Morkot

CAPTAIN HENRY FOSKETT

On Sunday 7th March 1819 John Fuller and his
travelling companion, William Jowett arrived in
Aswan. Fuller planned to continue upstream into
Nubia. Nathaniel Pearce, who had until then
travelled on Jowett’s boat, was to accompany
him, whilst Jowett was to remain in Aswan, to
wait for Henry Salt coming from Nubia. Fuller
was told that it was impossible to take his own
boat south through the Cataract, so left it at
Aswan, Forced to travel by camel, Fuller and
Pearce left Aswan on 9" March and met Henry
Salt on the evening of 10® March at Kalabsha.'
They then continued to Derr, where, on the 16",
they were able to hire a small boat and resume
their voyage south, visiting Qasr Ibrim on the
17th.

On 19™ March their progress was very slow, but
Fuller saw an eight-oared cangia come into sight
and then overtake them: he was suitably
annoyed, but clearly amused at having been
conned. Fuller tells us that this cangia belonged
to ‘Captain Foskett” and had passed the Cataract
four days after he had been told it was
impossible. Foskett towed Fuller’s boat and at
evening they arrived at Ipsambul (Abu Simbel).
They continued south and on the 21% met near
Wadi Elfi (Halfa) with the little flotilla of boats
belonging to Bankes, Beechey and Hyde who



were just returning from their failed attempt to
reach Dongola.” They spent time around the
Second Cataract including a visit to Feraz
(Faras), where Fuller and Foskett left their
names, and returned to Abu Simbel on the 24"
March. Fuller, Foskett and Pearce continued the
return journey together leaving graffiti at many
sites, some dated. Roger De Keersmaecker gives
a full list of Foskett’s graffiti.> The names of the
three travellers appear both independently and
together in the graffiti, and some must have been
carved on the outward journey, others on the
return: so the Maharraga inscription” has all three
names together.

HFOSKETT
1819

These graffiti, allied with Fuller’s narrative, give
the route as: Abu Simbel;5 Derr6; Amada (26th
March,)7; Seboua; Maharraqag; Dakka; Gerf
Hussein’; Dendur'®; Beit el-Wali; Kalabsha'';
Tafa; Qertassi (30" March)'?; Dabod; Philae
(31 March-5™ April)'* Kom Ombo and Edfu (6™
April)'*; El-Kab (8% April)'*; to Thebes (10™
April) where they spent several days and visited
Deir el Medina'é, Medinet Habu”, and Luxor'®.
Fuller does not tell us whether he and Foskett
travelled back to Cairo together. Foskett also left
a graffito at Dendera'® which, as it is undated,
could belong to either the outward or the return
voyage. Michel Dewachter®® notes that the group
must have encountered J.-N. Huyot between
Aswan and Kalabsha (he was there between the
6 and 31% March).

Louis Christophe (1967) suggested that Foskett
was ‘le capitaine anglais’ seen by Gau at Gerf
Husein in March 1819: in the space of ten
minutes he descended from his boat, measured
the facade of the temple, carved his name and
left.?! Dewachter,? however, notes that Gau was
at Gerf Hussein at the beginning of March.

No narrative or journal of Foskett’s travels is
known to survive. Fuller gives him the title
‘Captain’, and the graffiti give the initial ‘H.’
Captain could be either army of navy, but no H.
Foskett appears in contemporary navy lists.

Foskett, fortunately for researchers, is not a
particularly common name (unlike John Fuller)

and the Army List of 1810, names only one:
Henry Foskett of the 15" (King’s) Regt Light
Dragoons, Lieutenant 8 Nov 1798 and Captain
17 Mar 1803. This would suggest a birth date
around 1778/80. A suspicion that this is not
Fuller’s Captain Foskett is raised by this Henry
Foskett’s disappearance from the Army List after
1810; however, an entry in the Gentleman’s
Magazine of Jan 1854, repeated Feb 1854, must
be the same man: Henry Foskett d aet 75, Alpha
Road, Regent’s Park, December 1853, formerly
of Tunbridge Wells, Capt 15™ Hussars. This
again indicates a date of birth around 1778.

To be very cautious, I should note that we cannot
absolutely confirm that the traveller in Egypt and
Nubia is the Captain Henry Foskett of the 15"
Hussars without further evidence: but a general
lack of Captain H Fosketts makes, I think, the
identification pretty certain.

The Census for 1841 (in which ages were not
precise) gives the residents of Ephraim House,
London Road Tunbridge Wells, Kent as:
Henry FOSKETT aet 60 (b ca 1781)
Independent means
Maria FOSKETT aet 40 (b ca 1801)
Maria FOSKETT aet15 (b ca 1826)
Jane FOSKETT aetl4 (b ca 1827)
Sophia FOSKETT aet 12 (b ca 1829)
Eliza FOSKETT aet 9 (b ca 1832)
Emma FOSKETT aet 5 (b ca 1836)

At the time of the Census of 1851, which is more
detailed, the family was living at Lyttelton
House, Great Malvern:
Henry FOSKETT aet 72 (b ca 1779)
Gentleman b London Middx
Maria M.G. FOSKETT wife aet ‘59° (but
must be 49) (b ca 1792/1802) b Glanton,
Northumberland
Maria Jane FOSKETT unmarried dau aet 26
(b ca 1825) b Exeter, Devon
Emma Bowles FOSKETT unmarried dau aet
15 (b ca 1836) b Milton, Kent

The will of Henry Foskett, dated 29" August
1853, describes him as ‘late of Tunbridge Wells’
now of Weston Super Mare. It names his wife as
Maria Martin Gowan Foskett.

We can be reasonably confident that it is this
Henry Foskett’s marriage that is noted in the
Gentleman’s Magazine 1823, p.177: At
Belchester, Berwickshire, Henry FOSKETT, esq.
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to Maria daughter of the late Rev. J. Young of
Legerwood.

In his will, Foskett left items of silver to his
daughters which included a teapot and coffee pot
that had been given to his parents at the time of
their marriage ‘some ninety years since’ ie
around 1760 (actually 11% Dec 1759 at St Luke’s
Old Street: registers). The will names his
daughters as Maria Jane, Jane Elizabeth, Sophia
Ann, Eliza, and Emma Bowles; none of them is
said to be married. There is no mention of a son,
so the absence of a son in the census probably
indicates that he had none, rather than that he

was away at school. The will also names a sister, .

Elizabeth Caroline Foskett; also Thomas Moore
Foskett, who is described as the ‘uncle and
godfather® of Jane Elizabeth. As Henry was born
about 1778/79, and his parents’ married in 1759,
it seems likely that he had a number of older
siblings.

Thomas Moore Foskett is a distinctive
combination of names, and his will (1828; see
also notice in Gentleman’s Magazine Nov 1828
p.475, died 1* Nov 1828 at Tunbridge Wells)
considerably expands knowledge about the
family. Without children of his own, Thomas
Moore left bequests to many nephews and
nieces. Similar detail and generosity is found in
the wills of the two other brothers, William
Foskett of Bath (5 Jan 1840) and Joseph Foskett
of Reigate ( also notice Gentleman’s Magazine
Oct 1840, “in his §0% year’), allowing us to sort
out the parentage of the younger generation.
Henry Foskett is named in all wills, sometimes
as executor. The birth of one of his daughters in
Exeter is explained by the marriage of Jane
Foskett to Samuel Milford, a merchant and
Banker of Exeter. The Milfords were Quakers.

A simple search on Google for Thomas Moore
Foskett leads to an article by Wendy Hefford in
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The Burlington Magazine 1977, vol 119 (no
897): 840-849, ‘Thomas Moore of Moorfields’.
Thomas Moore was born in Dulverton, Somerset
about 1700 and d. 21 Jan 1788 aet 88 by which
time he had been long established in London. He
was buried in his family vault in Bunhill Fields,
a cemetery favoured by Dissenters (and where
John Fuller’s family was also buried). In his will
(written 1786, PCC Prob 11 1161) he left money
to his home town for a chapel for Dissenting
Protestants, and also refers to ‘the Quaking
House’.

Thomas Moore was the founder of the family
wealth being ‘an opulent hosier and
manufacturer of carpets’ (GM 1788, I, p.86). The
rise of the business is outlined in the obituary in
the GM 1788, 1, p.177 (which also gives
descriptions of Moore’s physical appearance and
character), and detailed further by Wendy
Hefford: by 1739 Moore was living in the parish
of St Luke’s Old Street where he established a
business which manufactured carpets ‘in the
Turkey manner’. His success was increased with
the employment of workers from the royal
French carpet factory. Moore’s business grew
slowly, but he eventually acquired considerable
property around Chiswell Street and built new
premises on the corner of Chiswell Street and
Finsbury Square designed by a former
neighbour, the architect George Dance. Carpets
were supplied to numerous significant patrons,
and can be seen at Syon House and Osterley
Park.

Thomas Moore had only one child, a daughter,
Jane, who married Joseph Foskett. The couple
had seven children, all of whom received
bequests in their grandfather’s will. The business
continued under William Foskett and Thomas
Moore Foskett who supplied the Prince of Wales
with carpets costing £3,800 for Carlton House,
including ‘a fine Persia carpet’ (at £400) for the
throne room (this is now at Buckingham Palace).
However, they did not retain the business for
long, selling it, and aspiring, like so many other
businessmen, to become Gentlemen.

The Gentleman’s Magazine also helps explain
the disappearance of Henry Foskett from the
Army List. Amongst the reviews of new
publications in the issue of March 1811 (p.259)
is The Rights of the Army vindicated in an
Appeal to the Publick, on the Case of Captain
Foskett. To which is subjoined the whole of Capt
F.’s Correspondence with the respective



Commanders-in-Chief (His Royal Highness the
Duke of York, and Sir David Dundas), and also
with the Officers commanding the 15" Light
Dragoons. By Henry Foskett, Esq. late Senior
Captain in the 1 5™ Light Dragoons. 8vo pp.232,
Richardson 1810. Although the review does not
detail the issues, they were clearly serious and it
comments: ‘we must acknowledge that Capt.
Foskett has made out a case which is more
seriously deserving the attention of Government
than any we have met with, and, taking for
granted that what is here asserted is true, more
imperiously demanding a remedy.’

Foskett’s volume is largely a collection of letters
detailing his complaint against the army and
particularly against the Duke of Cumberland
who was appointed its commanding officer in
1801. In 1804 Foskett, on what appears to have
been a very trivial matter, incurred the hostility
of Cumberland, and was, in consequence,
consistently overlooked in promotion, even
though he was the senior captain. The situation
was aggravated further in Dec 1806 when he
stood as second for the 19-year old cornet
Frederick Ross in a duel with Lieutenant
William Wallace, following a dispute over the
sale of horses. This incident was reported in the
newspapers. Foskett states that he was 28 at the
time (the papers appear to have made him older).

In highlighting Cumberland’s failures, Foskett
states that in nine years 70 officers quitted the
15™ Dragoons and joined other Regiments. His
letters to his commanding officers did not further
his cause, and eventually the complaint went to
the House of Commons. In 1809 there were two
opportunities for promotion to a majority, but
Foskett was refused leave to apply for them. He
was finally, contrary to law, denied appeal to the
King, and resigned his commission. The
published volume contains letters which shed a
little more light on him. One, from ‘Henry Cad.
Adams of Ansty Hall, near Coventry’,” dated
21* Apr 1810, states:

‘Captain Foskett is a young man of
moderate fortune, his father died when he
was in infancy, leaving a widow and a large
family;— Foskett entered the 15% Light .,
Dragons (sic/) when eighteen, and has
continued in the same regiment to the
present time; he was always considered by
his brother officers as a very gentlemanly
young man, very steady in the performance
of his duty, and, in every respect, a good
soldier. The greater part of his fortune is
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embarked in his profession, as he purchased
all his commissions; and if he is still to be
refused by his Colonel that promotion in the
regiment, which he, in due course, has a
right to claim, and also that redress from the
Commander-in-Chief which he has so
repeatedly solicited in vain, what is to
become of him? to leave the service after
having passed so much of his time in it, is to
step into the jaws of certain ruin, and to
remain in it without promotion, and to be
continually mortified with having officers
introduced from other corps to fill that rank
he is fully competent to hold, is too grating
for the feelings of an Englishman.’

Foskett’s own lengthy letter of resignation is
dated 17® June 1810. He concludes:

‘Having entered the army, not merely with a
view to professional advancement, but with
the feelings by which every British soldier
ought to be animated, — with the fixed
purpose of devoting myself to the service of
my King and Country; having spent a large
part of my life, and a large portion of a
moderate fortune, in that service, is not
without sensations too acute and galling to
be described, that I find myself obliged to
forego the prospects in which I had fully
anticipated that exquisite satisfaction, which
a breast glowing military ardour, impelled
by loyalty and patriotism, can alone
experience.’

From all of this we can summarise that Henry
Foskett was born in London around 1778/79, son
of affluent parents, with a Quaker background.
He was commissioned into the army, serving in
the 15™ Dragoons before resigning his
commission in 1810. He went to Egypt in 1819
where he met and travelled with John Fuller and
Nathaniel Pearce. On his return to England he
married in 1823, and lived as a gentleman,
primarily in Tunbridge Wells, but with periods in
Great Malvern and Weston super Mare, dying in
London in December 1853. Given the dissenting
Protestant background, London business
connections, and place of residence, it is possible
that he was already acquainted with the slightly
younger John Fuller (b about 1785) before their
encounter in Nubia. Finally, a search in the
records of the Bunhill Fields Burial Ground (Dr
Williams’s Library, Gordon Square, with a
transcript at the Society of Genealogists) reveals
that Capt Henry Foskett d aet 75 at Alpha Road,

19



Marylebone (as stated in Gentleman’s
Magazine), and was buried 15™ Dec 1853 in the
family vault.

Whilst none of the sources shed any further light
on the detail of Foskett’s Egyptian and Nubian
travels, they do provide a lot of information on
the man and his background. As with so many
travellers, it is difficult to assess what effect his
travels had on his later life: at present there is no
evidence.

A significant number of these sources is
available via the internet: The Burlington
Magazine is available on JSTOR to those who
have access. Wills can be acquired as PDFs
directly from the National Archives (£3.50 per
file). BIFAQ is available (free) directly at
ifao.egnet.net/doc/PubEnLigne/BIFAO (or
simply google BIFAO).

If any other ASTENE members have found
references to Foskett, I would be pleased to here
from them.
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Robert Morkot
FOOTPRINTS

Some extracts from The Travels of Lord
Charlemont in Greece and Turkey, 1749, edited
by W.B. Stanford and E.J. Finopoulos, published
by Trigraph, London for the A.G. Leventis
Foundation, 1984. These give a flavour of the
style, and the wide range of subjects covered:
from descriptions of the places visited, the
antiquities, the political state, to the troubles of
travel itself.

Tinos

“The island of Tino, anciently Tenos ...
remained under the dominion of Venice long
after that republic had lost all the rest of her
possessions in the Archipelago... The country is
well planted, particularly with mulberry trees on
account of the silkworms. The island is
beautifully diversified with hills and dales. The
dress and manners of the inhabitants bespeak
their affluence, and content is visible in every
countenance; but that which most forcibly strikes
the traveller’s eye, and particularly that of a
young traveller, is the wonderfu! beauty of the
women ...

“The silk trade of this island, its principal
branch of commerce, is said to be decreased; and
yet the Venetian Consul residing here was candid
enough to assure us, that, though he did believe

that the Tiniotes paid more taxes to the Turk than .

they formerly had paid to the Venetians, yet that
he was convinced they were now richer than ever
they had been under the government of his
masters. A certain proof of what is generally
supposed that the Venetian manner of governing
their dependencies is a very bad one, and that the
despotism of a republic is by far the worse of all
despotisms.’

Rhodes
‘Qur voyage was tedious and troublesome, and
after struggling for seven long days with calms,

hard gales, and contrary winds, on the 30" we at
length anchored in the harbour of Rhodes. This
port, though small, considering the extensive
commerce which was anciently transacted in it,
is however excellent, being well protected from
every wind, and having water sufficient for ships
of great burden to anchor close under the Castle,
which is built on the edge of the sea.

‘Here our firman, which in the anarchical state
of Egypt had been well nigh useless, came again
into credit, being received and read with the
utmost respect by the Mazulheim or Deputy
Governor ...

‘With such a climate every vegetable must
necessarily flourish! Extreme hear or cold is
never felt here. Snow never falls, except upon
one very high mountain towards the centre of the
island, which serves as a magazine of this
delicacy, so precious in all warm regions. It was
now November, yet everything here was fresh
and verdant. The orange, the lemon, and the
citron still perfumed the air with their perpetual
flowers, and joined to the bushy pomegranate,
clothed the whole region with green.’

Bodrum

‘Upon our enquiring among the inhabitants of
Stanco for old marbles, as was usually our
custom, we were informed that, if we crossed
over to the continent we should find them in
great plenty at a town and castle called
Bodroumi, which lay nearly opposite to the
island. This intelligence, joined to our
knowledge that the situation of the great and
ancient city Halicarnassus must be somewhere
thereabout, determined us immediately to try the
truth of the report ...

“The Castle has formerly belonged to the
Knights of Rhodes, as appears from the crosses
and coats of arms which are to be seen over all
its gates, as well as from its fortifications which
are planned and constructed in a manner superior
to the usual skill of Turkish engineers. But we
had neither leisure nor inclination to dwell long
upon the examination of its works , for our eyes
were immediately attracted and fixed by several
basso relievos set in the inner walls, which at the
first glance we perceived to be both for taste and
execution by far the finest we had ever beheld.
The story represented in them is a battle with the
Amazons, and they have probably been the frieze
of some noble temple, though our imagination
prompted us immediately to suppose that they
had made a part of the renowned Mausoleum,
which ennobled the city of Halicarnassus, and
was ranked among the Wonders of the World,
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which pleasing supposition was still farther
fortified by a more attentive investigation of their
astonishing beauty.’

Athens

‘So much has been lately written concering the
City of Athens that it might be deemed a
superfluous trouble both to myself and to my
readers should I attempt to give a detail of the
various wonders which I have observed in that
eminent object of a traveller’s curiosity.’

‘I find in my note book the following fantastical
flight on my first contemplating the ruins of
Athens, which, with the assistance of a little
superstition, might be exalted into something
prophetic, and therefore only I have copied it: “Is
this the renowned Athens? How melancholy
would be the reflection should we suppose, what
certainly must come to pass, that in a few ages
hence, London, the Carthage, the Memphis, the

The Guest Editor for this Bulletin was Robert

Athens of the present world, shail be reduced to Morkot.
a state like this, and travellers shall come, . .
e Please send material for Bulletin 36 to Deborah

perhaps from America, to view its ruins. ¢
Manley: Email: debmanley@beeb.net

Closing date for receipt of material: 1% June

Athens to Corinth
2008

‘... our accommodations were, for the most part,
as bad as possible. At Eleusis the only lodging
we could procure was an old, waste, uninhabited
castle, where we lay upon the ground in a vast
room, unfloored, and where of consequence, as it
was then winter, we passed the whole night
shivering with cold.

“To make up for this, the next night, at
Megara, we were put into a sort of oven with a
chimney in it, where a great fire was made, on
either side of which Burton laid his bed, and 1
my cloak, the only bedding I ever made use of,
After I was asleep, Burton, the most chilly of
mortals, recollecting the cold he had lately
suffered, and determined to enjoy for this night
at least, the comfort of warmth, by ill luck for me
happened to find a long piece of green wood, *
which he seized with great joy and laid across
the fire never reflecting that the end of the log
came within a few inches of my face. The billet
presently took fire and the end next to me began
to spit and to flame, scorching my face to such a N
degree that I bounced up in the greatest terror I
ever in my life experienced.’
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